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Van dim dudng

Nim 1991 12 nim toi tdu xe Nissan Stanza. K& tir d6, mdi nim tdi dé
danh tién mot it d€ khi vé huu t6i sim mdt xe mdi toanh du lich vong quanh
nuéc My.

Nim 2004, thay vi mua xe mdi, t6i st dung so tién ti€t kiém vao du 4n
“Khoi ngudn 4nh sdng”. Tuy vy, téi vAn khong bd y dinh du lich; thay vi di cd
nudc My, t6i chi di mdt ni¥a nude thdi bdi chung: Nissan thian yéu clia toi tudi
gia sic yéu. V6i 15 nim phuc vu, né6 ddng dudc yén nghi trong nghia dia xe,
nhung vi tdi, n6 van phai xdng xdo trén dudng phd. Pau nim 2005, né con bi
xe SUV clia ¢6 An bd dung ngang hong trdi tai bai dau xe Grand Century, SJ.
Hing bdo hi€m cho hay:

-T6i da, chiing toi chi ¢6 thé bdi thudng 1300 d, vi tri gid xe clia dng theo
Blue Book 1a 1300d. N€&u dng khong chiu, tdi sé& total.

T6i danh gat nudc mit, cAm ti€n bdi thudng, tdi chi gd sd sd lai chd mép,
ton hét 45 d. Tdi cAu mong dirng ai dung xe tdi, vi vdi s6 tién gip ba (4000 d),
61 khong tai ndo mua dugc xe khdc tuong ty. To6i thuong Nissan 1dm, tdi bdo



tri n6 theo cAm nang clia nha sdn xudt: 3 thing thay diu mot 1An mic diu xe
chua chay téi 3000 miles, cit 4 thang thay nhdt hop sd va v. v., chi con thi€u
mdt diéu 12 chua ching mung cho mudi khéi ddt né.

Mot anh ban ¢ 16i khuyén ring di xuyén bang bing xe cii 1a mot viéc
1am mao hi€m; tdi dat tin tudng & Nissan, vi né chua hé phan boi toi trén dudng
truong.

Pé€ c6 ngudi ddng hanh, tdi rd mot vai ban than cuing di va bao ludén in &
theo tiéu chudn “tdi sao, anh vay” nghia 1a “ngd phong khdch, com tay cim”.
Ho déu thodi thdc, ngudi vién 1y ring néu 1 thiang thi ok, con 3 thing qué dai;
ké thic mic ring trong lic anh di thim ho hang, t6i bi€t 1am chi?

Trudc khi khdi hanh, t6i hoach dinh mot chuong trinh khé chi tiét: dirng
chan nhitng noi nao, bao 1au va 1am nhitng gi. Ba muc tiéu dudc dé ra:

- thim hdi ho hang

- tham hdi ban be

- tham du sinh hoat cong dong

- tham quan nhitng cong vién va thing canh trong viing.

Ngoai ra, toi mang theo nhiéu thi can thi€t nhu:

- thu6c men, quan 4o chin mung; lvong khd, nuéc udng phong khi xe bi

pan ndi sa mac Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Nevada.

- qua cdp, sach ting, nhit 12 ddng hd dién quang va cdt sét; thi€u ci 2 thi

d6, t6i khong tai ndo db gidc ngi vé€ dém.

- thé 3 chit A, dién thoai cAm tay va dd sac pin cim vao xe.

- vi khong c¢6 GPS, tdi soan sin 11 bdn dd yahoo chi dudng cdc ndi dirng
chan, phan ddng 13 nhitng dia danh méi la d6i véi toi.

Sau khi moi viéc chuidn bi hoan tit, ngay 28-5-06, mot minh mot xe, toi
tryc chi phuong nam trong chuyén di “van dim dudng”.

%
Chidng I

San Jose — Nam Cali
(28/5/06 — 8/6/06)

Sédp sang he, trdi ning nhe. CO xanh phon phét hai bén xa 16 15. Toi gitt
tdc d6 khodng 5 MPH trén tdc d6 quy dinh (70 MPH radar enforced). Xe con,
xe khdch chay 100 MPH! ching vugt Nissan a0 ao. Cudi cling, tdi t6i nha anh
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chi Phic, Stanton theo ding hen, noi day t6i dung lam “cdn c@
sudt thdi gian 8 Nam Cali.

a) Tham hoéi ho hang (viét tit 12 ho hang): T6i thim hdi hiu hét ho hang
& Nam Cali, trong d6 phai ké:

+ chi Vi: chdu Quyén dua toi t6i thim chi. Nim nay chi 93 tudi, & nha
chau Lanh d€ tién bé phung dudng. Trong lan thim trudc, chi khoé manh, nghe
dién thoai, coi TV. Chi thudng néi dua: “Né&u chi chét di, chi 1a ngudi thi bac
cao nhit trong dong ho cu Téng”. Lan nay, chi td ra mét mdi. Lanh cho biét: “
Hom nay c6 chi d&€n, me chdu tinh tdo, néi chuyén vui vé>. Khong ngd, dé 1a
1an cubi toi gip chi.

Ngay 28/6/06, lic dang & Dallas, TX, t6i nhan hung tin “ chi m4t”, t6i 1én
chila Pao Quang cau xin vong linh chi sém tiéu diéu mién cuc lac.

+ Ch4u Nga: Nhan dip Viét, em cla Nga, & Minesota, vé chdi, Nga mdi
tdi diing com gia dinh. K& tif nim 1954 dén nay, vi vin nu6c noi troi, ké § mot
ndi, ngudi mot nga, chi chiu 1an dau gip nhau vao tudi x& chiéu. Mot ludng
dién huyé&t thong truyén cdm, 3 mai diu hoi khum vé phia tru6c, chiing toi vira
thudng thitc mén in ngon miéng, vira k€ chuyén ngiy xua 4y.

+ Chdu Bich: To6i dé€n thim nhd mdi cua Bich tai dudng Beach,
Wesminter. Anh chi Bich 4n cian dén ti€p: “Cau vé day bat cif lic nao ciing c6
phong riéng danh cho cdu”. Chi Bich 13 gidm ddc ban dudc phdm Sunrider,
chic vu cang cao khi cang ban dugc nhiéu thudc.

T6i ngay 2/6/06, Bich mdi t6i dy tiéc gy qily do muc su Ton That Binh,
ngudi Viét goc My, t& chitc. Sau khi thuyét gidng, muc su hdi : “Cé ai tin &
Chua, xin sang phdong bén”. Mot s6 ngudi ditng didy sang phong bén lam toi
ngac nhién: “Sao ngudi ta c6 thé cdi dao mot cach qua mau nhu vay?”

b) Thim héi ban beé (vi€t tit 1a ban bé): Toi danh phin 16n thi i thim
hdi cdc gia dinh tir Phi Luat TAn méi dinh cu, va mot sd ban be, trong d6 phai
k .

xuat phdt trong
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+ Anh chi G: Anh chi tir ti€u bang khac mdi don vé diy. Nhiéu 1an anh
trach: “Ban xuéng Nam Cali, khong ghé nha moa”. Lin nay, di ban cdch miy,
t0i cling phdi thim. T6i thdy anh ti€p t6i khong dugc sdt sing cho lim! Trudc
day khi than phién vé tinh bing hitu, Cin, ngudi ban qué cd thudng an Ui toi:
“( trén ddi, khong ai d6i dai t6t véi ban bé nhuw may. May dirng hy vong ngudi
ta ti€p dén may bing 1/10 may ti€p dén ngudi ta”. Gid day, tdi hi sa hét dé
long minh khéi ban tim.



+ Anh chi B: Anh s6ng rat dam bac, vun x6i ciy cdnh, danh dum tién bac
dé gitip ba con va xdy nha thd tai qué nha. Bén dan bi trdi xanh muét, di€m
nu vang tudi, ching tdi ngdi tim su. Anh cho biét:

- Thich di nha thd M§, mic dau khong ranh ti€ng Anh, khong xung tdi
v6i cha, vi cdm thdy khong ¢6 t0i.

- V& di€m thi nhAt, t6i khidc vdi anh, toi chi thich di 1€ nha thd VN, trir
phi khong c6 nha thd VN, t6i mdi di 1 My. Vé di€m thi hai, toi thong cdm véi
anh phan nao. T6i ciing cdm thay khé khiin tim ra tdi cud minh trong mot nim,
toan 13 nhitng tdi mo hd, khong cé ghi trong 10 diéu rin nhu: thi€u quyét tim
trong mot vai hanh dong, s¢ hai bénh tat, d6i1 khi chia tri trong khi tham du
thanh 1&, néi ddi theo kiéu bac si n6i doi bénh nhan, chuwa phé binh tich cyc (chi
néi cdi hay ma khong néi cdi dd cia ngudi khac) v. v. Trong nhitng trudng hgp
nhu vay, t6i chi bi€t cadu nguyén: “Xin Thién Chda Tinh Yéu stra d6i tim hon
toi d€ toi dugc giong nhu Ngai”

c) Tham dy céc sinh hoat cong ddng (viét tit 1a SHCP): Quan Cam, CA,
c6 cong dong VN ddong nhit th€ gidi, ndi ti€ng vdi khu thuong mai Little Sai
Gon. Tbdi khong bd 18 co hodi nao tham du cdc SHCP, trong d6 phai ké:

+ Tugng dai thuyén nhan tai chila Bdo Quang, Santa Ana. Tudng néi Ién
ndi dau khd tot cing cda thuyén nhian. Toi thip nhang nguyén cau cho vong
linh 300. 000 ddng biao bd minh noi bi€n cd. Khi tuong dung xong, ngudi phé
binh: dia di€m nhd hep , khong xing ding, ké hoai nghi: tai sao lai dung &
chua? No6i thi dé, nhung tién ddu mua dit. Riéng modt viéc “dung bia ky
niém”, nha thd Thai Td Hap di ton bi€t bao cong stic, d€ t6 chic da tiéc vin
nghé gy qily “LJi nguyén gitta bié€n dong”

+ Budi ra mit sich “Lén 1én véi dat nude” chia Vi Thanh. Budi 1& duge
td chifc tai hdi qian Ngudi Viét, v6i phan phat biéu cia Ping M§ Dung, cyu
diép vién CIA, tic gid cuén “1000 giot 1& roi”. Thdi son tré clia ba nay con
dau!

+ Chiia TAy Tang, Wesminter, do thién su Khen Rive poche tru tri. Chiia
nho bé so vdi tén goi “Trung Tam Phit Gido va Vian Hbéa Tay Tang”.

+ Nha thd: Khong ké Trung TAm Cong Gido, quan Cam c6 tdi 14 nha thd
VN. D€ c6 thé tham dy thdnh 1& di 14 nha thd, cudi tuan, tdi thudng di 1& 3 nha
thd. S& linh muc VN dugc bd nhiém 1am chdnh xi cdc gido xit My ciang ngay
cang nhi€u. Mot linh muc néi véi to6i: “ E ring mot ngay kia nha thd thi€u linh
muc, cic gido dan hay phé t€ vinh vién s& dang 1€ thay linh muc! .



d) Tham quan nhitng thiing canh va céng vién (viét tit 13 thing cinh):
M& bin do, tdi chdm nhitng cdng vién cé dién tich trén 100 miu (a) nhu
Centenial Regional, & Santa Ana, Garden Grove thudc Garden Grove,
Huntington Central thudc Huntington Beach v.v. Mdi cong vién mang mdt sic
thai ri€ng biét; t61 thudng lui t6i cong vién Mile Square (Ddm Vudng):

D€ d3 ton tién, tdi dau xe tai dudng Edinger, Fountain Valley, 1an budc
vao cong vién. Giwa ban mai mua he, toi tho thin tha b doc theo dudng mon
quanh hd, udén éo nhu mdt giai nhan trong truyén c6 tich. Mot bén 12 mit hd
phing ling, vit trdi nhdn nho bdi 16i; bén kia 13 thim cd xanh phii béng ciy sdi,
thdp thodng nhitng mai kios mau nau.

Mic diu c6 cim bang “C4Am cho vit dn, khdc v6i gia cAm, chim mudng tu
né cé thé sinh séng”, mot s du khach than nhién quing dd in cho chim; cit da
nay, mit hd s& khong con chd cho vit boi 16i. Ciing nhim muc dich “din
chim”, tran kios déu gin ludi sit hoic dinh nhon dé bd cau khdi lam t4.

Chéng II
Nam Cali — Austin, TX
(8/6/06 — 17/6/06)

Ching II dai 750 dim, phai mat 15 gid 14i xe, k€ cd 1 gid ngh trua. Cw
14i xe 2 giG, tdi nghi 15 phit tai rest area hodc tai cdy xdng. T6i khGi hanh tir
Upland, CA, liic 3 gid dém d€ c6 thé téi El Paso khi trdi con sang.

Poan bing qua sa mac Arizona 12 doan dudng gay cidn nhit. Thdi tiét
mdi lic mot dc nghiét, t6i 2 gid chiéu, nhiét d6 dat téi con s6 110 dd F. Khi
thdy kim nhiét k€ hoi ngudc 1én cao, toi tit may lanh, tha chiu cdi néng khiing
khi&p con hon 13 xe chét may giita sa mac. Nissan viin vut bing qua dong kho
cd chdy, trd trui nhitng cAy xuong rong 3 14. Nha nu6c cho phép chay 75 MPH,
t0i rdang chay 85 MPH , trong khi cdc tay dua khdc, nhat 1a xe tdi m& hét van
toc, chay 110 MPH! Tbdi khong khdi hdi hop khi nghe dai nhic nhd: “Trong
trudng hop cé bao cat nhd, qiy khach 14i xe chim, bat dén d8. Né&u c6 bao 16n,
dau xe sdt 1€ dudng”.

No6ng hitng huc! T6i tat vao rest area thd. 0] day cling khong hon gi, s¢
chd nao ciing tha'y hdi néng bdc 1én, cdy khdong béng mat, canh khing khiu, 14
tro trui.

May cho t6i, may ca cho Nissan, ngang qua dia phan New Mexico (NM),
trdi d6 mua rdo. Nissan hian reo vui khi nhin thiy 1an khéi mdng nhe nhang bdc



1én tir mui xe. Toi ditng xe tai mot rest area dé€ 14y stc. TAt ca ki€n tric noi
day trong cuc mich, son nau, mau cia M&. Nhan vién vé sinh cho hay: “Ching
t6i mong mua ci thing nay!” Ghé qua quay du lich, tdi ki€m tra gid ci phong
ngl, va dién thoai cho Travel Lodge, El Paso, dang c6 gid sale (ha gid) dé giit
chd.

DPén El Paso ldc trdi con sdng, mit trdi chéi chan trén dinh ndi Franklin..
Sau khi nhan phong, t6i tu thudng cho minh bing cudc du ngoan quanh thanh
pho.

El Paso thudc bang Texas véi dan s6 728,943 , nim sit ranh bang New
Mexico, cidch thanh phd Juarez bdi con song Pai (b), Juarez v6i din sO
1700,000 thudc nudc ling giéng Mexico. Piéu d6 néi 1én tAim quan trong cla
El Paso vé moi mit k§ nghé, thuong mai, vin hda, nhat 1a du lich. Khi hau kho
rdo quanh nim, 300 ngay trong mot nim nhin thdy mit trdi. Dit biét & day,
ngudi din khong phdi déng bat ky mot loai thué 1di titc ndo.

Sdng hdom sau, t6i rGi El Paso, thing thinh 1di xe di Austin, vi doan dudng
con lai chi dai ngét 600 dim. Toi cling ngay, toi t6i nha chdu Khinh ngu tai
lang Bee Cave, noi diy dudc dung 1am cidn ci xuit phat.

a) Ho hang: Nha Khdnh rong thénh thang, tdi trdi qua mot tuan 1€ ém
dém va thi vi tai day, (X. phu chuong 2 .1).

Khi d€n nha nio, tdi déu quan sit ngin cit dao, kéo, mudng, tich, cich
thitc st dung bé&p vi séng, mdy giit, mdy xay v. v. Ngin cling nhu may mdi nha
mdt khdc, tdt cd moi sy thay d6i déu khong dugc hoan nghénh d6i v6i ngudi
gia.

Trong khi moi ngudi con an giic, tdi thudng day sém, udng ca phé, in
banh lat hodc mi g6i mang theo; ban ngay di ngao du son thily, gip dau in day.
Nhiéu khi, mot chai nuéc va dim miu banh Quy ciing xong mot bita. Ban be
ché tdi dn udng kham khd, khong di ca-lo-ri (c). T6i dn vin ngon miéng, khi
nghi tdi nhiéu ngudi phdi ddo bdi bii rac d€ ki€m luong thuc. Hon nita, dn
“cyc” con 1a hinh thifc rén luyén tim hdn. Chi c6 budi toi, tdi mdi vé in chung
vGi gia dinh chi nha. Theo thong 1€, trudc khi chia tay, t6i mdi ca nha di an
ngoai. Lan ndy ching toi lva nha hang VN Sunflower, dudng Research, Khianh
nhat dinh khong dé cho tdi tra tién.

Marie, vé Khanh 12 ngudi Pai Han, ngay tif ngay dau gip, tdi da c6 cdm
tinh véi ngudi chdu diu qua cdch dn néi diu dang, nhit 1a cdch xung hod bing
ti€ng Viét:



- Chi Hdp, chi want to drink lemonade? ( chd c¢6 mudn udng nudc
chanh?)

Ngoai viéc ndi trg, Marie hang ngay phai sang nha chau Thuy, tugi ciy
trong thdi gian vg chdong Thiy di cong tic:

- Chud Hop, chi want to go to chi Thuy ‘s house.

Marie 14i xe dua tdi t6i nha Thuy. Nha dep 1ong 13y, c¢6 cong gic, nim
trong khu gia cu hang sang Lakeway Mansion.

b) Ban beé: 30 nim khong gip, anh chi Khdi dén téi vé nha anh nghi mot
t6i. Nha anh toa lac tai dudng Pleasant Rock. Trong phong khich cé treo cd
vang, chiing tdi trao d6i nhiéu ciu chuyén, trong d6 c6 chuyén vé thé€ gidi vo
hinh. Anh cho bié€t:

- Tru6c day, 6ng ba ndi, 6ng ba ngoai thd ri€ng (khac dao). Tu khi thd
chung, cidc chdu cdm thdy khé chiu néng ndy trong ngudi!

- T6i tin nhitng chuyén ngudi chét hién vé. Chic anh da doc HK clia So
Anne- Josephe de Jesus néi vé cdc dang linh hdn noi luyén nguc hién vé, xin
SO cAu nguyén gidp. N6i dén day, toi hoi ndi da ga khi nghi t6i chi Hién toi hay
hién vé, mdi khi c6 15i khan vdi ctia dong ho.

Trong budi trd dam, con c¢6 mit cda 2 bac Tuynh, thong gia. To6i qiy
mén béc § tinh tinh that tha ngay thing ca ngudi mién Nam. Béc cho biét rat
thich doc HK cud toi, tdi hita khi ndo vé San Jose, s& gifi ting béac ca 3 quyén.

c) SHCD: Cong ddong VN tai Austin 12 cong dong nhd bé, rdi rac, cd
khodng 10,000 ngudi. Ching toi di thim khu Thuong Mai A Pong trong d6 c6
nha hang Sunflower; quan st cdc co sd tdn gido nhu nha thd, ciu lac bo ban db
in giy qily clia gido xi “Cac Thdnh T Pao VN”, gido x&t VN duy nhit tai
Austin. Gido x&t du trit x4y nha thd that 16n véi kinh phi 2 triéu trén mi€ng dat
trong bén kia dudng.

d) Thiang canh: Austin 13 thanh phd c6 nhiéu cdnh “Son thiy hitu tinh”
so vGi cdc ndi khic trong bang. T6i tham quan hau hét cdc thing cdnh, trong d6
phdi ké:

+ Rattan Creek Park: Cong vién kh4 rong, gin nha anh Khoi. Ching t6i
lai c6 dip vira di bd vira lam ban vé nhitng phuong thudc gia truyén nhu nga té
gidc c6 cong hiéu chita tri bénh dudng rudt, mat gdu c6 kha ning thong nhitng
mach mdu li ti tai ndo bd v. v. Khi vé SJ, t6i nhan dugc 10 li€u bot nga té gidc
va mat gdu ngya do anh ting.



+ Country Park: Du c6 phdi di bd xa cdch miy, tdi ciing ki€m chd dau xe
dudi bong cdy d€ Nissan nghi ngdi thodi mdi. Cong vién c6 dip thiy dién
Manfield, nha hang Onassis vdi hién vong cdnh trén ddi cao. Nudc hd xanh
bi€c cling lam diu phan ndo cdi néng 100 d6 ngoai troi.

+ Zilker Park: Cong vién c6 vudn bach thdo, vudn Nhat, sudi mat. Trdi
néng gay git, thién ha 20 a0 d6 x6 xudng sudi tim, reo hd la hét lam ndo dong
ca mot goc troi.

+ Ema Long Metro Park: Cong vién rong 11,000 miu. Gidi song dai 2 Y2
dim vit ngang cong vién, khép 1ép giita khe d6i. Gi6 1ong 1ong thdi, d6 1a 1y
do thién ha d6 vé diy picnic (in ngoii trdi), tim song, dua thuyén va choi
nhiéu trd gidi tri khac. Khi toi td cinh dep cong vién, Khinh td vé ngac nhién:

0 day 1au, chdu cling chua t61 noi nay!

Chéng III
Austin — Houston
(17/6/06 — 27/6/06).

Toi rSi Austin vao budi sdng giffa trdi mua ning hat. Ching dudng
Austin — Houston chi dai 180 ddm, t6i 1di xe thong thd. T&i qua, TrAm, con anh
chi Lién, goi di€n thoai:

- B4c nhé dén trudc 6 gid dé cung di 4n v6i gia dinh, vi tui con chi dudc
nghi chiéu thif bay.

- Bdc ¢d ging tdi trude gid.

a) Ho hang: Trén dudng di Houston, toi ghé nha Cudng (Nguyén) tai
Katy, TX. Cudng goi tO6i bing dng, 12 con ctia Thoa. Nim ngodi, khi dudc tin
Thoa mait tich, cdnh sét cling nhu than nhan luc loi khip noi, 4 ngay sau méi tim
ra xac Thoa ngd guc trén dudng mon, phia sau hang rao khu gia cu, chdu bi tai
bi€n mach m4u ndo trong khi di bd. Toi yéu cau Cudng dua toi tdihién trudng.
C4 tranh moc 14p dudng mon dudi dudng diy dién cao thé, tdi ling ngudi thip
nén hudng long tudng niém chau.

Vé dén nha, Diém Lién (vg clia Cudng) va Chau ( con gdi cud Thoa) da
chudn bi xong bifa dn thinh soan, nhiéu mén. Diém Lién ludn miéng hoi:

- Ong 4n dugc mén nay khong?, mén nay cé vira miéng khong?

- Ngon! Chdu lam 6ng nhé téi me chau khon ta.

That 1a di€m phiic cho t6i c6 ngudi chdu dau thdo, con nha gia gido.



Trong bita in dong di moi thanh vién gia dinh, t6i k& chuyén nhiéu vé
Thoa, nguSi me can dam hy sinh, mot thin m6t minh dem 2 con ty nan ndGi x&
ngudi, nubi day cdc chdu thanh danh vé vang nhu ngay nay. To6i khuyén cac
chiu ning vé San Jose thim ho hang v bic Hudng, d€ cAm nhan tinh yéu gia
dinh, miAt me con b4, chiu a!

b) Ban bé: Nha anh chi Lién thudc thi trdn Spring, TX dudc ding Iam cin
ctt xuat phat .

+ Anh chi Lién: Nhu d3 hen v4i Tram, gia dinh anh chi Lién va toi, tit cd
l1a 11 ngudi, ching t6i d&€n nha hang Phd Xua, dudng Wilcrest. Tuy méi md,
nha hang dong khach, trang hoang theo ki€u “Qué huong 12 chum khé& ngot”.
Moén dn ngon, nhung khi li€c qua héa don tinh tién 300 d, t6i suyt nita budt
miéng kéu: “ Sao mic viy!”. Ching bi nhitng bita in b6 dudng 2 d tai Trung
Tam Ngudi Gia Vinh Thanh ( Evergreen Community Center), SJ. Nhiéu cu dn
khong hét, chat phan con lai vio ga-men mang vé in t6i; con rau tudi va banh
mi mic sitc mang vé. Hoidc mdi khi thét ddi ban be, tdi thudng mdi tdi nha
hang Flourishing Garden, dudng Monterey, SJ, vira ngon vira ré, ti€p dén an
can, 3 mén in ty chon chi tén 15.95 d dd cho 4 ngudi dn, con sip va mén trang
miéng free (khong tinh tién).

Trong thdi gian & Spring, t6i dugc anh chi Lién hudng din di coi cd s§ clia
cong ty L&V Food Supply, chuyén cung cip thuc phidm tudi, do chdu Dziém
Chinh Iam chd tich, con nhin vién 1a nhitng anh chi em trong nha. Cong ty c6
kho chita hang db so, 14 xe tdi 18 banh chuyén chg thuyc phAm trén todn qudc tir
Cali dén Florida. Cdc chdu Kiét, Thi, Vii déu st dung ranh ré xe tdi, xe nang,
nén Chinh khong lo s¢ vé chuyén tai x& 18 bdnh lam reo, phdi khong Chinh?.
Tu hai ban tay tring, cdc chdu di 1Am nén su nghiép, phan 16n 13 nhd cdi dic
cud anh chi d€ lai.

+ Bédc si Nguyén: Ching t6i mat lién lac véi nhau gan 8 nim nay, dién
thoai cli bi cip. Qua chdu Cudng (Bui), chi goi phon cho tdi hay nha ci &
dudng Ashley bi chdy, chiing t6i mdi mua nha méi. Nha mdi thudc thi trin
Sugarland, TX, mit sau trong ra hd réng phun nudc, chim trdi boi 16i. To6i nghi
lai nha anh mdt dém, 6n lai nhitng ngay xa xuwa & New Orleans. Td6c mai anh
did d6i mAu, anh thich ngdi trim to mdt minh phia vudn sau, giita thé su quay
cudng.

+ Nhitng dong bao ty nan: Pi d€n diu, to6i cling mudn thim hdi nhitng
ngudi ban tir Phi t6i. Pudng x4 Houston giing nhu mic clri, m6 mim nhiéu lan,



t0i méi ki€m dudng Cook, dia chi nha cd Ciic, chi Guong, cd Ut, chd Minh.
Pé&n nha nao, t6i cling khong quén ting sdch, ting qua. Cd Cic c6 nhad y mdi
t6i d€n nha anh Chung, d€ c6 thé gip gd nhiéu ngudi khic ciing tir Phi sang.
Trong bita tiéc hi tiu, chiing t6i nhé lai nhitng ky niém bén Lang, dong thdi
chia sé mdt s6 kinh nghiém trong cudc s6ng méi. Khi chia tay, chid nha cho
biét:

- Lan dau gip béc, toi thdy bac binh din, c¢di md, yéu thuong moi ngudi,
va 1am viéc thién, khic xa v6i 16i ddn dai tir bén d3o.

- Bén ddo ciing nhu bay gid, lic ndo tdi cling chi mong ddong bao ty nan
c6 cudc song tot dep.

Toi tir gid cdc ban gifta ti€ng hat Khanh Ly vang vong diu diy: “ Séng
trong ddi song, can c6 mot tAim long! PE 1am gi, em bié€t khong? DE gié cudn
di! P& gi6 cuon di!...”

c) SHCD: Houston va viing phu cin c6 cdng dong ngudi Viét dong thit
ba tai HK Nim st vinh Mexico, Houston cdn ¢6 stc thu hit ngu dan gbc Viét.
Ngoai ra, gid nha ré gip 4 1an so véi SJ ( mot ngdi nha 4 phong ngl tri gid
200.000 d). Mic dau gia xing chi ré hon 40 xu / ga, t6i cdm thay thodi mdi hon
khi chay xe trén dudng Texas.

Tbi di thim hau hét cdc khu thuong mai A Pong, trong d6 phai ké:

+ Siéu thi Hong Kong IV, dudng Bellaire v6i bdi dau xe rong rdi, noi diy
da dugc dung lam trai tam cu cho ngudi Viét & New Orleans chay bao Katrina.

+Hong Kong III, dudng Vets Memorial: Tugng dai chi€n si VN dugc
dung 1&én bén trong quang trudng.

Ban be ciing dua tdi thudng thiic nhitng mén dn ngon tai cdc nha hang ndi
ti€ng nhu Kim Son trong Saigon Plaza, phd Saigon trong khu Mekong Center,
hid tiu Nam Vang, nha hang Tao Ng6 trén dudng Gears v. v.

Cudi tuin, chiing t6i tham du thanh 1€ tai cdc nha thd sau:

+ La Vang, dudng Old Foltin: mot ki€n triic dic trung VN, cdng tam quan
véi mdi cong, trong xa gidng nhu mdt ngdi chiia. C6 diéu khdc la & day, trong
tiéc thanh , cdc thira tdc vién thdnh thé nhiing banh vao rugu, réi méi trao cho
gido dan, c6 1& d€ moi ngudi khdi ding chung mot ly (d). Ngoai cong ciing nhu
trong quédn #n cla gido xf déu c6 quay hang rau tuoi, trdi cAy vira mdi hdi tr
vudn sau nha, diéu nay 1am t6i nhé chg chdom hém tai lang Versailles, New
Orleans.



+ Phu Tinh dong Chia Citu Th€, dudng Little Work: nha thd tuy nhd so
v6i La Vang, nhung thin mat, bai gidng ciia cdc cha dong bao gid ciing xuit
sic, 16i cudn ngudi nghe.

Houston 12 cdng dong 16n, nhung khi bau ban DPai dién, cdc lién danh
khdc déu rit lui, chi con lai mot lién danh D M P dic ctt véi sd phi€u 1000.
Nhé lai 1dn di bAu ban Pai Dién Bic Cali ngay 7/17/04 v6i nhiém ky 4 nim, s6
ct tri qud it oi (5229 ngudi). Hién nay tai Bdc Cali c6 t6i 2 ban Pai Dién cdng
dong. Budn lam sao!

d) Thiing canh: Thing cdnh sit bén nhd; sing, chiéu, toi thudng dap xe
trén dudng mon ngoan muc, doc theo dai 16 Ella u6én éo giita rirng thong.
Pudng mon trai sdi dd, chi danh riéng cho ngudi di bo va xe dap; ¢ ¥2 km c6
mot bang nhu moi goi khach ditng chan nghi mét. M6t con gié thoang cling du
lam rdy thong reo vui gifta cdi néng 90 do; tuy vay con mat hon SJ, 2 do.

Ciing khong phai di dau xa d€ ki€m cong vién dep, toi kham phi mhiéu
tw vién thudc khu gia cw, gan nha. Nhd phong cdnh va dia hinh nhap nhd, mdi
khu gia cu mang mdt sic thdi riéng: c6 ndi mit sau nha trong ra hd rong hinh
chit I cong (Country Lake Estates, dudng Louetta), hay hinh sudi téc (Lake of
Cypresswood Forest), hd bi chin ngang bdi 7 dap da, chi can bom nuéc & hod
dau 13 7 dap tran dugc tao thanh, trong nhu dong thic d6 giita mua khd. Noi
khdc trong ra san gdn 18 15 v6i thim cé xanh mat mit, hodc k&t hop vira hod vira
san gon. Pi bd mot vong quanh hd cling dd 1am tinh than sdng khodi.

Thing cdnh giy cho t6i nhi€u cdm hung hon cd. D6 1a chiia Viét Nam,
dudng Synott, Sugarland, TX:

Cach day 10 ndm, t61 da tham ng6i chua nay, bay gi¢ hoan toan khac la,
khong dau vét xua, ngoai trir 16 dat rong 12 miu. Budc vio 1a c6ng Tam Quan
véi 4 tru bing d4 cao 6.5 m, ddu tru 13 tugng su tif 4 mit. Qua khdi cdng 13 hd
sen Huong Thiy gon séng, c6 cAiu Huong Van bic qua. Phia trdi hd 13 tugng
Phat Ba Quan Am cao 22 m (e) soi béng dudi mit hé. K& ti€p 1a Tién Pinh
rong 2200 m2, bén trdi Tién Pinh 12 vudn Lam Ti Ni (ndi Ptc Phat sinh) va B
DPé Pao Trang (noi Pic Phat thanh dao); bén phai Tién Pinh 1a Rirng Cau Thi
Na (ndi DPitc Phat nhap Ni€t Ban). Sau cuing 1a ngdéi Chdnh Dién rong 770 m2.

Chudng chiia déng 1én tirng hdi hoa 14n ti€ng tung kinh “Nam mo dai bi
Quan Th€ Am Bd T4t”. Du khdch c6 cdm gidc nhu lac vao xt Phat, tim hdn
nhu chim trong cdm nghiém “& thé& gian, moi sy déu qua di, chi Chanh Phap
con ton tai.”



Chéang IV
Houston — Dallas
(27/6/06 — 17/7/06)

Sdng s6m ngay 27/6/06, t6i theo xa 16 1 45 di Dallas. Chidng nay chi dai
240 dim, toi du thi gid dirng xe tai nhitng di€m ngoan muc. Li€c trén ban d6
thdy hd rong cla cong vién North Shore, toi lién exit 77. Séng nudc ménh
mong, gidng nhu hd Tay, Ha Noi; ven hd 13 nhitng biét thy sang trong, cAu lac
bo dua thuyén (rowing boats).

a) Ho hang: Vi la ca nhi€u chdn, nén mai hoang hon, t6i méi t6i nha
chdu Cudng (Bui), Cudng goi toi bing dng. Nha Cudng dudc dung lam ciin cit
xuat phat.

+ Chéau Cuong: Cu ngu lau tai Garland tir 1998 — 2000, t6i c6 cam tudng
nhu tré vé chén cii. Dao d6, Cudng mdéi c6 2 trai: buac B9, va bic Tin, nay
thém 2 trai nita; dita 16n mhat 11 tudi, dfa nhd nhat 1 tudi. Cudng lAm thém
gid phu trdi tai s&, cudi tudn quay phim ddm cudi, méi mong di tién nudi con.
Van, vg Cudng, & nha trong con. Thudng nhat, Van niu 10 g6i mi hodc mua 10
Mc Chicken siang uyt méi di cho ca nha dn siang; trua, 1di xe Pick-up chd 4 dita
in free tai nha thd; chiéu, chd con t6i thu vién doc truyén nhi dong.

Thay quin 40 gidy dép, db choi vat bira bai tir toa-let téi phong khach, toi
ra 1énh 2 dra 16n nhat phai 1ap thdi dung biéu hang ngay, Pic Do thém nhiém
vu rira chén, dd rac, Pic Tin don dep va x&p vé vi tri cii. Hinh phat thudng di
doi véi tudng thudng. Nhitng bai thi vi€t cla tdi mang tinh cdch d6 vui dé hoc,
dai loai nhu” Tai sao kéu t6i bing cu?”,” Tai sao ngudi hom-1ét (homeless) lai
ditng dudng xin tién?” v. v. Khong bi€t Van c6 “ga” cho ching khong, ching
trd 181 mot cach thdng minh va td ra hi€u biét. T6i luu nhitng bai trd 15i d€ lam
ky niém. Pé& thudng cho chiing, tdi mdi cd nha ra tiém CiCi’pizza “all you can
eat” & géc dudng Jupiter/Aparaho. Tdi thich tiém nay vi chd ngdi rong rai (200
chd), gid ré (4.49 d cho ngudi 16n, tré con Y2 gid) va nhi€u mén khdc nhu sa-l4t,
ca-rem va trdi cay trang mi€éng, (X. phu chuong 2.1).

+ Chdu Chu: Chu goi tdi bing dng. Ho hang xa hay gan, du xa cd dudng
di, t6i déu ghé thim dé thit chit tinh yéu gia dinh. Nha Chu 13 mdt ngoi biét
thy khang trang, nim trong thi trdn Murphy, phia bic Dallas. Hong, chdng Chu,
lam viéc cho s& thu€ lién bang, chic khong khdi ngd ngang khi phdi kéu “6ng”
mot ngudi mdi gip 1an diu ma tudi d5i khong hon minh 1a bao. Nhd cdch cu



XU nhe nhang va thdn mat, téi da gitip Héng goi “Ong” mot cdch ty nhién nhu
ngudi c6 ho. Vi€t d&én day, t6i khong khdéi mén phuc dng ba Pai t4 TK Hoa,
thong gia v4i chdu Thoa, goi toi bing chi xung chiing chdu khong mdt chit
mic cadm, ngay tif liic gip gd budi didu. Ciing vdy, ban beé clia chdu Lac — tuéng
ciing c6, ta cling c6- déu xung hd chi chdu mot cdch kinh trong. Theo t6i, cdch
xung ho khong quan trong bing tu cdch clia ngudi dugc xung ho. Toi co t6i
300 con chdu goi toi biing cu, 6ng, bac chi, vi vay, toi rat thin trong trong hanh
dong ciing nhu trong 15i n6i d€ 1am guong tot cho con chdu.

b) Ban bé: Tuy t6i vd Khoa mdi bi€t nhau 8 nim nay, ching t6i td ra y
hdp tAim dong. Anh lam nhi€u tho, cd tho Phdp. Nhan dip hoi ngd ky thd nay,
anh ting toi thi tAp mdi in clia anh “Tinh ta nay diu khdc xwa” gdm 130 bai thd
vira niém luat, vira tu do, néi 1én tinh yéu bing hitu va qué huong. P& nhé lai
nhitng ky niém, anh dua t6i tré lai nhitng quan dn ci nhu nha hang First
Chinese B-B-Q, tiém com chay Thanh H4i, tai thi trdn Richardson.

c) SHCD: Bic Texas c¢6 2 cong dong ngudi Viét 16n: Dallas va
Fortworth, cach nhau 45 phit 1di xe. Dallas c¢6 khoang 40.000 ngudi, tru sG ban
Pai dién cling nhu cdc khu thuong mai déu tip trung tai thi trin Garland: chg
Hong Kong, Hiép Thdi, Hiép Phong, New Tai Nguyén. Cong dong c6 3 td
bso: A Chau thdi bdo, Ngudi Viét, Bat Viét, va 2 tap chi: Ca Dao, Cam Nang.
T6i tham dy mot s6 SHCP, trong dé phai ké:

+ L& phét phian thudng cho cdc hoc sinh xuit sic dugc t6 chic tai tru sd
ban Pai Dién ngay 17/6/06. Budi 1& quy tu khodng 200 ngudi gdm phu huynh
hoc sinh, nhitng nhan vat tai mit trong cdng dong, cé tiéc tra, vin nghé gidp vui
na ban sdch “Duong ngon cd vang” .

+ Chiia Pao Quang: Gid day, ngdi chuia cii khong con vét tich. Cac ki€n
tric hoan tdan mdi la chen 14n nhau trén mot thira dat hep: nao 12 ngdi chla
mdi, ndo thdp Bat Nhi nhiu tang, lai thém Trung TaAm Sinh Hoat hai ting,
chua k€ t6i 2 tugng Phat ngdi, 1 twong Di Lic nim vé6i by tré bu quanh, 1
tuong ding Phat Ba Quan Am.

Doi khi, t6i cdAm thiy khé chiu khi chitng hi€n nhitng cdng trinh kién tric
x4y 1én r6i dap bd vi thi€u hoa dd chinh trang (master plan). Pé ciing 13 1y do,
t6i bé nhi€u gid trong viéc 1ap hoa dd chinh trang cho Thién TAm tinh that tai
San Jose: chd nao thi€t 1ap tinh thit tam (nha c6 sdn), chd nao tinh that dy tru,
phong hop, phong hoc, chd dau xe (sd 16 phai tuong xitng vdi sitc chita ciia tinh
that), vudn Lam Ti Ni v. v., tém lai thi€t k€ sao cho thodng va phi hop véi luat



1& x4y dung trong 16 dat rat gidi han. Trong phién hop ngay 3/12/06 duyét xét
du 4n, Thira s Hué Tdnh phat bi€u: “ Ong KS Hgp dd vé hoa dd va xin gidy
phép thanh that Cao Pai New Orleans, sang day ong gitip chiing ta 14p hoa db
chinh trang toan bo 16 dat. Thatla danh bat hu truyén!...”.

+ Nha thd: Cudi tuln, tdi du 1€ tai nha thd Pitc Me Hing Cttu Gitip, mot
kién tric hai hoa giita Pong va TAy, mdi ngéi Am dudng dd, tuwdng stuco son
tring, thdp chudng chinh gitta. Nha thd c6 sic chia 1000 ngudi, mSi khanh
thanh ngay 12-5-06. T6i an tAm du 1€, vi khong con sg bi€u tinh, ho d3 ddo nhu
mAy nim vé trudc.

Nhan tién, t6i dén thim gido xt Thanh Tam chua Gié-su tai Carrollton,
TX. Noi diy, tdi gép ¥ v6i cha chdnh xtt vé& du 4n k&t hgp trudng hoc va sin
béng rd trong cling mot tda nha 2 tang.

d) Tha”ing canh: Dallas néng hon Houston, ¢6 hom 1én toi 103 dd. Canh
kho cb ud, chinh quyén chi cho phép tudi cd modt ngay trong tuin (vi pham, sé&
bi phat 2 000d). Nhd c¢6 hé thong xe dién méi (X. phu chuong 2 .2), toi c6 thé
di thim nhiéu ndi, dirng nhiéu chd:

+ Cong vién:. Toi thudng rd PO, Tin ra Watson Park thé thao, vi gin nha.
Ching di mot vong rdi linh ra sin chdi, chd t6i di dd 3 vong. C4 cdng vién
xanh guong, nhd tu6i nuéc mdi ngdy. Trong sd khiach ddng hanh, cé cip vo
chdng hang x6m, ngudi v diu chdng tan tit cing budc, thinh thodng chi ngiing
lai 4u y&€m lau mo hdi trén trdn chong; lai thém bo tam ca, ba 6ng gia An bo,
dau chit khian qua dua, vlra di vira dam dao, trong hét nhu ba vua titr phucng
DPong t6i; cd dan sdo dudi dai cling bt chudc, vira di bd vira bit sdu.

Ngoai ra, tdi ciing di ngim (di bd vd ngdm cdnh) nhiéu cong vién dep
khac nhu Thanksgiving dudi phd; Mc Innish tai Carrollton; Allen tai Allen c6
nha picnic mdi vai gioéng nhu cdnh buém 19ng gi6, bai cd rong thénh thang véi
canh diéu chao ddo, sin tim can trang bi vdi phun nuéc dd ki€u nhu réng phun,
giu gudng quay v. v. danh cho con nit; Hufflines tai Richardson, dong sudi chin
ngang bsi nhiéu dap dd da 12 ngudn cdm hing cho tdi khi vé du 4n cdi tao sudi
Nam tai lang VN, bén Phi.

+ Th4dnh dudng: T6i tham quan nhiéu thidnh dudng nhu St Ann tai Coppell
véi mdi vom ma vang trong twa nhu nha thd Hbi Gido; vuong cung thanh dudng
St Patrick tai Fortworth vdi ki€n tric c6 kinh bing d4; vuong cung thanh dudng
Shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe tai Dallas, ki€n tric go-tic v6i 2 thdp chudng,



mdt thAp mdt cao. Bubc vio vuong cung thanh dudng, bén canh vé ¢d kinh, du
khach con cdAm nhan bau khong khi vira trang nghiém, vira thanh thién.

Ching V
Dallas — New Orleans
(30/6/06 — 2/7/06)

Ching dudng ndy dai 528 dim, 8 gid 1di xe. Doc theo xa 16 149, ddng ¢
xanh, hd ao xudt hién, diu dang va mit mé hon Texas. K& tir khi tran bdo lut
Katrina xdy ra ngay 29/8/05 Iam thiét hai 200.000 nha ctta, 1200 ngudi chét tai
New Orleans (N O), tdi ao udc trd lai day d€ thim hdi ban be, chitng kién tinh
trang tan hoang, nhat 1a cin nha yéu dau, 12 Morisson Ct; sau cling, t6i mudn
tim hi€u nguyén nhan v dé.

a & b) Ban be: T6i khdong c6 ho hang than thich gi § ddy, ngoai trit chdu
Tam (em Cudng), gia dinh bén vo Cudng. Tdi lan ludt di thim cdc ban be cii,
ai cling tay bit mit mirng, vi vira trdi qua con hong thiy:

+ Anh An con mudn mdi toi sang N O & hin: “Nha tao rong 4 phong ngu,
chi ¢6 minh tao”.

+ Chi Viét Thao: “ Khi nao sang N O, anh § diy dirng ngai, em lic nao
coi anh nhu anh rudt”.

+ Chi Minh Chau: Nha chi § géc dudng Chef Menteur vad Gardenas van
nguyén ven. Hdi con 1am viéc cho city, tdi thudng lui t6i nha chi ding com,
chi c6 biét tai lam mon dn ngon, nhit 1a x6i vo va cheé dau. Trudc khi chia tay,
chi con ddi vao tay toi 2 géi xdi lac d€ dn doc dudng.

b3 dén day, toi khong bd s6t mot ai, tir anh Binh, Marrero, cho dén vo
chdng Thira, c6 Phi & Harvey. Aindy déu c6 cAu chuyén di tdn dau thuong, gia
dinh phin tdn: nguGi chay sang Houston, ké bay tdi Fort Chaffee, AR; riéng gia
dinh bac Thudc di cu sang SJ, rdi § han bén nay.

Sau thién tai, 10ng ngudi nhu md rong, cdm nghiém dudc ring khong c6
gi 12 vinh cut trén cdi dSi nay, ngoai tinh yéu tha nhan. Phdi ching Thugng D&
diing thién tai d€ dinh dong luong tAm nhan loai?

c) Thiét hai: T6i tam chia thanh phd thanh 3 viing, xin xem bdn do d/k :

+ Ving I gdm N O West, mot phan quian Jefferson (tir Terrytown —
Avondale) khong thiét hai, vi dé chinh doc theo s6ng Mississippi khong v§.
Mot s6 nha bi t6c m4i, hang rao nghiéng nga, nudc ngip t6i san I1a do gié manh




mua nhiéu, tram bom bom khong kip; chuyén nay thudng x4y ra, mdi khi bdo
vé. C6 nha con tudi nudc 1én thim d€ dodi thém tién bdo hi€m.

+ Ving II gom khu Lakeview, Gentilly, N O East nim doc theo hd
Pontchartrain. Ving nay ngip lut vi dé phu v& (d& chinh doc theo bd hd vin
nguyén ven).

PAu tién, t6i ndo nitc dén thim cin nha xuwa 12 Morisson Ct thudc khu N
O East. Nha ctra hoang tan, ¢ moc cao t6i diu goi, ddu nudc ding ngang cifa
s0 con nhan rd. S6t sa! Khu Gentilly con thim hon, khong modt béng ngudi, mdi
sap tudng siéu, d6 ndt gidng nhu cdnh hoang tan sau chién tranh trong phim Dr
Zhivago. Hién nay, nha thiu Boh Bros dang ra sifc stra chita tudng chin lut trén
kinh Pudng 17.

Nhiéu gia dinh ldnh tién bdi thudng, nhung khdng chiu stra nha hoic xay
lai. Gid nhu, khi lanh tién, city budc chd nha phdi don dep ddng d6 ndt, thanh
phd bét diéu tan biét bao!

Pén Thinh Ptic Me La Vang da tdi thi€t. Cha Qudn Nhiém cho biét
nudc ngap t6i tran nha, cha dudc truc thing dén ciu.

Tai khu chg chdm hdm néi riéng va lang Versailles néi chung, nha ctta it
bi hu hai hon. Huéng ng 15i kéu goi ci cha xtt, ddng bao 1i ludt rii nhau vé,
nha ndo dang stta & nhd nha da sta xong. To6i héi anh chi Cdnh, b6 me vo
Cudng:

- Sao anh chi khdng mugn mét trailer (f) ma & ?

- & nhd nha ba con, chay di chay vé& gdn hon, mugn trailer mat cong tra!

Du6i cdi nhin cia hing bdo hiém, tudng nha ndo bi ndm den, hoic nudc
ngdp lung chirng, nha d6 cAn phdi phd va 1am md&i. Vi mudn tiét kiém, dong
bao ta chi stta nhitng chd hu. Khi sita xong, mudn xin tdi bdo hiém, duong
nhién bi tr choi.

Ong Chdnh Khang, mot nhan vit uy tin ctia cong ddng trao d6i vdi toi
nhi€u van dé nhu: Cha x@ tir chdi d€ 6ng Naguin, duong kim thi trudng, dén
van dong tdi tranh c{ tai nha thd, sau d6 6ng dudc tai dic clr; van nan khéc la
city mudn thi€t 1ap bdi rdac cich lang 2 dim, dan ching phdn do6i vi s¢ 4nh
hudng t6i mdi sinh. Sy kién trén, tuy hai 12 mot, 43 giy cing thing giita city va
cong dong. Nhd k§ thuat chifa rdc tin ti€n (g), mot bii chita rac & xa, sé khong
dnh hudng nhiéu dé€n sitc khoé dan lang, nhit 1 nhitng loai rdc kho, toan 1a vat
liéu xay dung phé thai.




+ Vung III gdm khu Chalmette, Arabi thudc quian St Bernard, nim doc
theo song Mississippi. S& di viing nay bi lut 1a do dé phu tai kinh Industrial v&
(dé chinh doc theo song Mississippi vin nguyén ven.. Phd x4 chua dudc stra
chira, tiém déng nhiéu hon tiém md, b&én pha Chalmette chua hoat dong trd lai.

d)V& dé: Thanh phd N O nim dudi myc nude bién trung binh khodng tir 2
— 3 m. Thanh phd dugc bido vé bdi dé chinh doc theo hd Pontchartrain, va song
Mississippi, va nhitng dé phu din tdi cdc tram bom nudc nhu kinh 17, kinh
Orleans, kinh London, va nhitng dé phu doc theo kinh Industrial, thuy van
Intracoastal (Intracoastal waterway). D& chinh bing dit dip chidc chin, véi
man clf sit (sheet piling) chinh giita, mit dé rong di xe chay, chin dé rong
khodng 15 m. Con dé phu bing btct hinh I (I wall) hay bing tudng ghép méanh
(wall panels) hodc dip dat. Tudng I mdi dugec Cong Binh HK kién tao trong
thap ni€n 90.

Duya theo s6 liéu ctia nhat bdo Times-Picayune, N O, t6i ghi lai nhitng dia
di€m “dé v&” x4y ra tiing gid trong ngay 29/8/05 theo thi tu tir tAy sang dong
nhu sau:

+ Pé phu dudng 17: 6:30 AM (gid sdng) dudi dp lyc clia cudng triéu,
twdng I cong vé phia dong, nudc 6 at ri qua nhitng chd nit.

+ Pé phu Orleans: 9:00 AM séng con (surge) tran qua dé dat va do vao
City Park (dé nay thap hon tuwdng I doc theo kinh 1.80 m).

+ bé phu London:  9:00 AM, tudng I cong ca 2 phia, nuGc ao at ri qua
chd nit.

9:30 AM, tudng sup, thdy triéu tran ngip khu
Gentilly.
+ Pé phu Industrial: 4:30 AM, thiy triéu rf manh qua cdng chin lut, gan
cau cao ctia xa 1o I 10 (high rise bridge)
6:50 AM, séng cdn tran qua tudng va dé chin lut hai
bén.
7:30 AM, tudong ghép manh sup, nudc tran vao
phudng Upper 9™
7:45 AM, 2 khic tudng phia dong sup khi€n nudc
tran vao Lower 9th, Arabi, va Chalmette.
+ D& phu Intracoastal: 6:30 AM, cudng tri€u tran qua dé, phd v& nhiéu
chd, giy ngip lut N O East.



Ngay sau khi bao Katrina, ban bé héi tdi vé hién tudng dé vd tai N O.
T6i trd 15i ngay: “Pé chinh doc theo hd Ponchartrain, song Mississippi khong
thé v& dugc, c6 v& ching la nhitng dé phu dan t6i cic tram bom”. Qua ding
nhu vay!

Xem xét nhitng sy kién trinh bay & phan trén, chiing ta rit ra dudc nhitng
bai hoc gi?

1) Cac dé phu khong dugc duy tu bdo dudng ding mic (vi thi€u hut ngan
sach). Ngoai ra, hé thong dé phu khong dong bo, thi€u virng chic. D6 1a trudng
hgp dé Industrial, dé Intracoastal, d& London. D&i véi nhitng dé phu mdéi xay,
tdi nghi ring cé diéu gi thi€u sét trong thi€t k&, nhung chua tién cong bo.

2) Chiéu cao cta dé, tudng chin lut: Chiéu cao thi€t k& cud dé duva trén
xdc sudt muc nudc cao nhat trong 100 nim. Du c6 1am cao hon dé hién hitu,
ciing vo phuong ngin chin nhitng dot séng con cao, séng than tran by cé thé
X4y ra trong tuong lai, (X. phu chuong 2.3).

3) Sy an toan (stability) : Tuy khong ngin ndi séng con cao tran ngip mit
dé, nhung néu dé dugc thi€t k€ va kié€n tao vitng chic, di sitc chong lai 4p luc
cla séng con, hay néi khic di n€u dé khong v& trong tran bio Katrina vira qua,
su thiét hai sé& gidm di nhiéu.

*

New Orleans, thinh phd thin yéu ciia téi dang 1an 1an vuon 1én tif nhitng
tang thuong dd nat; tdc dd hodi sinh mau hay chAm con tiy thudc vao quyét tim
clia ngudi dan cling nhe chinh quyén.

Chédng VI
Dallas — Minneapolis/Saint Paul
(4/7/06 — 9/7/06)

Theo nhu chuong trinh da dinh, t61 ddp mdy bay tu Dallas di
Mineapolis/Saint Paul (M/SP). Chiing dudng nay dai 1000 dim; néu 14i xe phdi
mat 4 ngay, vira di vira vé.

a&b) Ho hang: To6i khong c6 ban be tai M/SP, chi ¢6 ho hang: chi Ham,
chi Y&n, anh Ti€n, anh Thuit, cd 3 déu la con bic rudt toi.

+Chi Ham: chi t6i nim nay 88 tudi. TruSc day, chi nhit dinh vé VN
song, vi c6 dong ho hang, con chdu hon. Hom 4/11/2002, t6i vé thim chi tai
Tan Phd, chi I4i thii ¢ nha mdt minh, cia déng then cai vi con chdu ciing phai
di 1am. Toi thua v6i chi: “O day, mudn di bd mot vong quanh khu phé ciing



khong dudc, vi 1& dudng dugc st dung lam chd b4n hang, sita xe, ddy 1a chua
k& mui hoi thdi x6ng lén tir cong rinh, khéi bui tir xe ¢d, ti€ng dap thinh thinh
tif ga-ra hang x6m. Né&u ching may chi bi dau, nha thuong bén nay khong cé
phuong tién diéu tri hién dai nhu & HK, hang chuc bénh nhian chen chiic trong
phong nhé hep”.

Sau d6, chi quy€t dinh trd lai HK.

LAn nay, tdi d€n thim chi tai cin tao hom (town home) thodng va rong,
thudc khu cu xd Mapplewood, SP, nha cia chdau Chi, con gdi chi. Chi kéu nhtc
xuong. To6i khuyén chi: “Chong gdy di bo mdi ngay 3 1an, mdi lan 15 phit; lic
nao mét, ngdi nghi. N&u chi khong 1am theo 15i em din, chi cé thé bi ciing
khdp xuong, cao dudng, cao m@, cao mau vi thi€u van dong. Lic rdnh, chi nén
doc bdo, coi TV”. Toi yéu cau Chi cudi tuan chd me di thim ho hang hoic 1én
chua 1& Phat.

Trong thdi gian & nha Chi, t6i “ép” chi di bd mdi ngay, khong bi€t khi tdi
vé 16i, chi con gitt dugc cam k&t bao 1au! T6i thudng chi t6i 1dm, tudi gia stc
yé&u, khong biét 12 t6i c6 thé gip chi thém lan nita.

+ Chi Yé&n: Nha chi 12 mot biét thy 3 ting lau, son tring, trong ra hd Bush
va hd Hyland, thuoc thi tran Bloomington. Anh chi va cdc chdu vuot bi€n sang
HK véi 2 ban tay tring. Nhd tan tdo va thdo vdt, anh chi di tao dung mdt nha
hang VN, dong khich nhat trong ving. Nha hang 14y tén 12 Vina, du khdch dé
nhin dién vi tAim truéng 16n in hinh cd vang va bidn d6 VN. Cdch day 11 nim (
1985), trén dudng di hoi nghi, t6i ghé thim chi, ching ki€n thyc khiach x&p
hang dai t6i tan hé phd; khi ra vé, ho khong quén xin thém mdt bich nudc mam
chdm chi giod.

- Bi quy€t nao gidp chi thanh cong? Toi hoi chi.

- Chi nha hang phai la diu bé&p gidi; n€u khong, ngudi gidp viéc hay lam
eo lam sach (dinh cong).

DPiéu d6 khong la gi, truSc 1975, chi di m§ tiém in trén dudng Lé Lgi,
Saigdn va qudn ly qudn dn cia by Cong Chdnh vdi hang trim thyc khdch mdi
ngay.

Sdu chdu con anh chi, déu thanh cdng vé vang, mdi ngudi mdt cd nghiép.
Anh chi nay da vé huu, giao nha hang cho chdu Thiy trong coi. Mua hé, anh
chi & Mineapolis, ddng xudng Austin, TX, vui thd "tung kinh niém Phat” mic
cho dong ddi ndi troi.



+ Anh Tién: Anh 13 thac si k§ su Thiy San, 1an dau tién t6i HK. May
min cho to6i dugc gip anh tai nha chi Y&n d€ anh em c6 dip han huyén tim su.
Anh khoé manh, thong minh, va hy vong sdng 1au 100 tudi nhu diéu anh mong
udc.

Trong chuyé&n di, anh gip 2 chuyén xui xéo, khi€n anh budn phién khong
it. Khi t6i phi trudSng Los Angeles d€ chuyén mdy bay di Mineapolis, dai lung
dung tién cda anh bi that lac khi qua mdy do. Lan th hai trén dudng 1di xe tir
Houston di Mineapolis, xe ngirng tai quan dn doc dudng; thdy tdi xdch trong xe,
quan gian bén dap clra kinh xe, 18y trdom do.

LAn dau tién du lich tdi mot x& s§ vin minh, hién dai, bat ky ai, khong
khdi ngd ngang vé nhitng thd tuc nhiéu khé, néu khong dugc huéng din chi tiét,
dé sa vao mé hon trin. T6i an Ui anh:

“Clia di thay ngudi anh a! Lin dau t6i HK tu nghiép vao nim 1965, em
ciing bi k& cip rit bép trong d6 dung cd visa 1an tién bac danh dum. Tir d6 trd
di, khi du lich bt ¢t qudc gia ndo, em ciing d€ gidy tJ va tién bac vao trong tdi
c6 zip; di mot minh trong phd ving, em ludn nhin tru6c nhin sau, mot khi quan
gian bi€t minh dé phong, ching khong ddm tin cong.

Soéng & HK da 25 nim, em thdy qudc gia nay c6 nhiéu ngudi t6t hon
ngudi xau, ho ludn md rong vong tay ra don ti€p moi ngudi. Cha th€ ma hang
nim HK ti€p nhan 100.000 di dan tir khip ndi trén th€ gidi, trong khi d6, cdc
cudng quoc kinh t&€ khiac nhu Nga ,TAu, Anh Phdp Ditc, Nhiat, mdi nudc chi chap
nhin nhip cu khong qud 1000. Lan nita, din HK chi€m ky luc vé tir thién,
riéng trong nam 2006, ho da déng gép 300 ty MK.

Khong phai dé€ bao chita cho HK vé s6 ngudi d6i va vo gia cu (hom-1ét),
thuc sy em chua thdy ngudi HK nao chét vi déi. Chd nao trén dat nudc nay
ciing day riy nhitng co quan tir thién hay nha thd phat khong thuc pham cho
ngudi nghéo; mot d6i 1an em ciing dén day coi, quin 1ong khi thdy ho dd banh
mi, bd sita vao thung rdc vi thi€u ngudi lanh. S6 ngudi hom-1ét thi ¢b, ho xin
tién & dau dudng x6 chg. Nha nu6c danh sdn Trung TAm Tam Cu (shelters) cho
ho in udng, tim rira, nghi ngoi free, nhung ho vin mudn ra ngoai dé€ tu do xin
tién mua thudc hit, bia rudu.

O day, anh mudn di dau thi di, & dau thi & (khong cin khai bdo). N6i
tém lai, tdt cd quyén ty do cin ban clia con ngudi déu dugc luat phdp ton trong
va bdo vé.



+ Anh B4y: V& huu, anh danh toan thdi gian lo cho chi. Tuy ngdi xe lin,
chi vAn dom ngé moi viéc trong nha. V&i anh, tdi hoc dudc 2 bai hoc:

Bai thi nhat: Trong budi hop gia dinh dong di, anh chdt hdi toi:

- Chd ¢6 giao dich bing ti€ng Anh v6i ngudi My dugc khong?

- Trude diy, ca chuc k§ st M§ lam viéc duSi quyén em. T6i hdi mat binh
tinh trd 15i. Piéu d6 ching td tdi hay con nhiéu tham sim si. Thay vi trd 15i nhu
trén, tdi nén dap: “Thua dugc!”. To6i ty dAm nguc 3 1an d€ thong hoi. Tir 1au,
tdi nguyén tu than, dé di t6i dau, moi ngudi chung quanh déu cAm nhin 4nh
sdng cda tinh thuong chan hoa t6i d6; chua tda dnh la chua dat dao.

Bai hoc tht hai: Sau khi yén tiéc linh dinh tai nha chdu P6ng do céc
chau Péng, Chi, Cin, Nghia, Hiép khodn ddi anh Tién va tdi, anh Biy hdi anh
Tién va toi:

- C4c chi chiéu nay ¢6 rdnh khong?

- Da ranh.

Khi trd 151 ranh, t6i yén tri anh s& din ching t6i di tham quan thanh phd.
Trén dudng di, t6i m&i khdm phd ra ring anh rd ching to6i di song bai Mystic
Lake, xa nha 1 gid 14i xe. Anh mai mé& quiang véi rit, con toi lang thang bén
ngoai song bai, 16 ding nhin thién ha ddnh gon. Néu héi ky: “Pi dau?”, tdi da
khong ling phi mot budi chiéu!

c) SHCD: Cong dong VN tai M/SP va ving phu cin c6 khodng 15.000
ngudi. Anh Huy&n huéng din ching tdi thim nhiéu noi:

+ Phd VN, dudng University thudc SP, va phd VN dudng Nicolett thudc
M. Sinh hoat khd nhdn nhip.

+ Chiia Viét Nam: Co s§ khang trang gdm chdnh dién, phong sinh hoat,
phong tu tip, nha chay. Anh chi téi dd bd nhiéu cong sic va tién clia ra xay
dung chiia. T6inoi duia véi chi: “Chia nay phdi mang tén chiia Yén Sic”.

+ Nha thd Anna-Giuse Hién, dudng Queen Av, M, do s6 nhu nha ths dd
Ph4t Diém. Cha phé Sing bd nhiéu thi gié dua chiing tdi tham quan céc cd s&
clia gido xi¥. Cha con cho bi€t nha thd cii d3 nhudng lai cho cong ddng H mong
lam hoi trudng.

d) Thiing cadnh: M/SP con c6 tén goi Van H), 13 2 thanh phd chi em chi
c4ach nhau mot dong song Mississippi. M c6 s6 dan khodng 400.000 v6i nhiéu
cao O0c choc trdi, trong khi SP, thd do clia bang Minnesota, ¢6 s6 din khodng
300.000 véi nhiéu biét thy cd kinh. M/SP 1a ndi dinh cu cla nhiéu sic dan:
buc, Y, Ba Lan, Ai Nhi Lan, Na-uy, méi day lai thém ngudi Viét, Lao, Mé .




Thodt khéi cdi khong khi oi bitc clia 2 ti€u bang TX va LA, t6i cAm thdy
khoan khod4i khi dat chan toi thanh phd nay. Trdi trong xanh va mat diu, 10
nghin ho thdi hdi nuc vao thanh phd, bdo sao khong mat diu. Cong vién & diy
qué nhiéu va rong 16n hon & SJ, budc ra khdi nha 13 gip ho. Ding 1a di mot
ngdy dang bi€t mot sang khon! Toi chi dd thi gid di ngdm mot vai ndi gin nha
chi Yén va nha Chi:

+ Hb Bush: H6 niim phia bidc nha chi Y&én. Pudng bd quanh hd qia dai,
di c4 budi ciing khong hét, cdnh vat ludn ddi thay ddi. Chd nay Ia rirng thong,
dé, chd kia 12 ddi cé hoa vang, xen 1an nhitng bai tim, sin choi. Rong dai, hoa
sing tir mit hd ding 1én mui huong man dai, thuyén chéo tay nhe nhang luét
song; dé€ gitr khung cdnh tinh mich, tit ca thuyén gin dong cd déu bi cAmvan.

+ HO Hyland: H6 nim phia nam nha chi. Canh sic thay hinh ddi dang
khi€n t6i di hoai ma khong mét, dudng mon hun hiit dai 5 dim. Chd nao toi
cting mudn dirng lai coi, tir hoi trudng cho mudén, khu picnic chita 200 ngudi, 4n
hién duéi tan cdy, cho d&€n cAu tiu ciu cd, b&n thuyén chéo, san trugt tuyét.

+ HO Phelan: Gan nha Chi, cong vién g6m 2 ho 16n, véi liéu rd bén hd,
cd hoa vang chay dai bén ring phong, dé, dudi tan cay ké gh& gd du ki€u, khic
tén ngudi ting. Pudng mon gdm 3 loai: 1 danh cho ngudi di bd, 1 danh cho xe
dap va vdn lin, 1 danh cho ché (dog trail), nén dudng ai ngudi 4y di, khong so
tai nan Ivu thong. Trong s6 dudng mon trén, toi thich Gateway State Trail hon
cd. Pudng rong 4 m dai 20 dim, trdng nhya, hai bén 12 rirng nguyén sinh véi cd
thu phi béng mit 160. Di nira chirng, téi quay vé vi di hoai ma khong nhin thay
di€m cudi.

*

M/SP c6 qud nhiéu cdnh dep ma to6i chwa dat chin t6i nhu hué vién
Como, vudn udm cay, hé Cherokee, Minnekotu véi chu vi 110 dim,
Minnehaha, thanh liiy Snelling, trung tam nghé thuat Walker, thuong x4 4<>
Mall of America v. v., nhat 13 du lich bing xe dién LRT trong thanh pho.

Trude khi quay vé Dallas, toi tir gid anh chi Yén- Huyén: “Cdm on anh
chi da cho em nhitng ngay vui; he 2010, em sé& trd lai néu Trdi cho em con sdng
ti ngay d6.” Chi tdi nhic lai: “N&u Trdi cho con song”.

Chidng VII

Dallas — Fortsmith
(18/7/06 — 24/7/06)



Rd&1 Dallas, to1 theo xa 16 US 69, gdp I 40, xuyén bang Oklahama. D(Sng
c6 OK xanh hon TX. Chiang dudng nay chi dai 300 dim, doc dudng khong c6
di€m ngoan muc, t6i 14i xe mdt mach thing t6i nha Lién, Lién kéu toi bing
chu.

a&b) Ho hang: Nha Lién G trong khu cu xa Millenium Estates, ngoai 6
Fort Smith (FS), thudc bang Arizona (AR), gid nha & day ré chi bing 1/3 gid
nha SJ. C& sin trudc xanh hon, vi & day thanh phd cho phép tudi cdch nhat.
Vudn sau kha rong 600 mv, gitta vudn la sdn gach hinh tron, chung quanh la
vuon rau xanh t6t, khong thi€u thit gi, tir dan mudép, bau ndm, ca chua, dua gang
cho dé&n ciy #n trdi nhu hdng, ddo, man; rau di loai tir hing thé, hing qué, cho
dén thi mui, thi 1a.

- Nhiéu thé nay, gia dinh chdu dn sao hét. Tdi hdi chi Lién.

- An khong hét, chdu dem ban, miia ndo ciing c6 mdi din trudc.

Séang sém nao ciing vy, toi va Lién thudng ra sin sau udngca phé, tro
chuyén. Trong sudt thdi gian & FS, mdi ngay Lién bi€u dién mdt mén in mdi,
khié&n t6i nhé lai nhitng ngdy qua: Nam 1949, t6i tdn cu vé nha cAu mg Lién tai
Hoanh Ld. Thdi gian & diy c6 thé néi sung suéng ddi véi toi, vi ngdy nio anh
chi Gidp ciing cho dn ngon, khong xao thi niu, so véi thuc don thudng nhat ctia
tdi: rau ludc, cd mudi, canh ca chua cd khd. Niam 1950, Lién 1én tro hoc nha
toi tai Xuidn Bang. Sau 1954, ké di mot noi, ngudi mdt ngd; t6i nam 1994, Lién
dugc gia dinh bao lanh sang HK doan tu.

Biy ong vo ve, hit mat trén dan hoa mudp vang, chiing toi ti€p tuc trd
chuyén:

- Biy gid ca hai da vé huu, sao chdu khong don vé Cali, dong anh em ho
hang.

- Cali 0n 20, chdu bing 1dong cudc sdng yén tinh ndi day; v4 lai, cdc con
cda chdu déu c6 cdng dn viéc lam tdt, gan day.

- Chu dong ¥ v&i chdu: ndi ndo ma minh cdm thay tAm than an lac, noi d6
la nha & ciia minh vay!

O SJ, nghe ba con ho hang nhic nhiéu ky niém vé Fort Chaffee, noi tam
cu cia 50809 ngudi Viét ty nan tdi HK trong nam 1975, t6i nhd Lién huéng
din téi d6 coi. D6 1a nhitng diy nha cao 1 tang, cé 2 tang cifa so, trong d6 ké
giudng ting. Xua, ba con chen chiic nhau séng vui nhu chg Tét, bdy gid nha
clfa muc n4t, sao hoang ving la thudng. Toi di d€ nhd lai trai ty nan Palawan,
Phi Luat Tan.



c) SHCD: Cong ddng ngudi Viét tai FS nhd bé, khodng 2000 ngudi, lac
ddc vai cita hang A chdu nhu chg Trudng Son, tiém an Pekin, Hong Kong,
China Jade.

+ Chiia Phd Minh, dudng Mussett: Tuy nhé nhung xinh xin, vai cAy c6
thu che b6ng mai chiia cong. Vi chua ¢6 su tru tri, mdi 1an c6 1€ lac, phdi thinh
thugng toa tur Oklahama tdi.

+ Nha thd Christ The King, duong Greenwich: Ho dao VN thudc gido st
M§. Tuy chi c6 250 gia dinh, ho dao da tao mai mét hoi trudng tai Van Buren,
k& can FS d€ tién bé sinh hoat. T6i di 1& vao lic ho dao ron rang chuin bi du
dai hoi Thanh MAu tai Missouri.

d) Thing canh: Vé6i dan s& 80,000, FS thudoc bang Arkansas, nim sit
bang Oklahama, 6m 4p 3 bé bdi song Arkansas va song Potomac. Niam 1817,
thanh diu tién dugc thi€t 1ap tai ngd ba song 14y tén tuéng Thomas Smith,
thanh phd 14p sau ciing mang tén Fort Smith. Thanh phd c6 nhiéu nha mdy,
nhat 12 k§ nghé hgi @6t thién nhién.

T6i d&€n day vao mua hé néng bdng, nhiét do trung binh tir 90 — 100 do F,
¢6 hom nhiét d6 1€n t61 103; tuy vay, con mat hon San Jose, Los Angeles cung
ky(h).

FS c6 nhiéu cdng vién xinh dep vdi dudng mon phd béng cb thu, chay
ven theo song, hoic hd ao nhu Ben Geren (gin nha Lién), Spring Hill (c6ng va
dap #9), Carol & Cross Memorial.

Pé€ tao cdm gidc “mua thu di giita mia he ”, t6i thudng dén thu vién thanh
phd dudng Rogers. Thu vién trong twa nhu con tau I6n (cruise). Lwa mdt ban
gbéc § tang lau 2, t6i ngdi md mang nhin sang cdng vién Creekmore qua khung
ctfa kinh 16n. Hang ciy sdi, phong dua nhau phi béng 18i di, nhitng mang rim
chay lu6t trén sdn c6 xanh. Trong cong vién lac dac ngudi di bo, mdt vai ba nodi
trd diy voi xe em bé (toddler), cé thi€u ching 13 14 vang roi rung, toi lim dim
mit d€ hoat cdnh quay cham lai. Khong khi mdt lanh cda thu vién va bdi cdnh
cong vién da tao cho tdi cdm gidc “dang sdng giita mua thu”.

Hai cong vién sau didy ma t6i mai mé suy ngdm vé bai hoc lich st clia
ching:

+ Massard Prairie Battle: Cdch nha Lién khong diy 300 m, ddy 12 noi x4y
ra trin chi€n dAm mdu ngay 27/7/1864 giita Bic quan va Nam quin. Cong vién
khong c6 bia tudng niém, ngoai hon d4 tdng ghi sy tdn thit clia ddi bén va ky
dai. Ti€ng ve rit titng hdi thay diéu nhac chiéu hdn t& si.. Sau khi ndi chi€n



chdm dut, bén bai trAn khong nhitng khong phai di hoc tap cdi tao ma con dugc
gilf nguyén quin phuc, quin trang, lira, nguwa vé qué quan lam in.

+ C8 thanh Fort Smith: cong vién di tich lich si qudc gia nim tai miii
nhon cia 2 sdong Arkansas va Poteau. C& thanh chi con trd lai nén dd cii va
nhitng khiu dai bac trén sin cd, chia hong ra song. Tai Trung TAm Tham Quan
trung bay nhitng quin trang, quan dung clia linh thd “trdn thd Ivu dén”. Toi 1an
budc theo dudng mon nudc mit (the trail of tears) chay ngang qua cd thinh ma
long day thuong cam.

Trong thip ni€n 1830’s chinh phi HK budc cic bd lac da dé6 Cherokees,
Chikasaws, Muscogu, Seminoles rdi bd qué cha dat t6 Florida vé mién dat mdi
Oklahama. Hinh 4nh doan ngudi tay xdch nich mang, ndi dudi xe nguwa chit
day vat dung tir quin 40 cho d&n chdi cuin ré rach, ho di chuyén dudi hong sing
cua binh si da tring.

Khong phdi & ddy ma bat c ndi nao trén linh thd HK, ngudi My ton
trong va bao tri nhitng di tich lich st . Pudng mon nudc mit da ndi 1én sy tan
bao, bat cdng clia ngudi da tring xAm ludc d6i v6i dan ban xit da d. Han thu
nén quén, nhung bai hoc lich st cAin nhé mudn ddi. Nhd “nhd mudn ddi”, chinh
quyén HK da danh nhi€u quyén 1gi kinh t& cho ngudi da dd.

Ngay mai, tdi rdi FS dé di Albequerque. Khi di, chi Lién con ting toi 2
bich dua gang, goi 12 qua cdy nha 14 vudn dé chd ting ban beé; toi bi€u
Albequerque mot, Den ver mot.

Chédng VIII

Fort Smith — Albequerque
(25/7/06 — 1/8/06)

Ching dudng nay dai nhat, t6i 800 ddm. Do do, t6i rdi F S tif tJ mdS sdng
dé€ c6 thé téi Albequerque (ABQ) thudc bang New Mexico (NM) vao lic troi
chua t6i. Trong cing modt ngay, Nissan 1an Iugt lin banh trén 4 bang: Arkansas,
Oklahama (OK) , Texas, va New Mexico (NM). Doan OK la dai nhat, bang
ndy c6 2 xa 16 chinh I 35 di tr nam 1én bdc va I 40 di tir tdy sang dong, tao
thanh 4 nhdanh mang tén: chi&€n tranh Cao Ly, chi€n tranh VN, dé I th&€ chién, va
dé II th€ chi€n. Tai rest area thudc OK, nha pic-nic déu lam bing 3 cot tim
bén trén chdng dd mai vai, trong giong nhu tip 1éu cla bod lac da dd. Téi ranh



NM, sa mac trd v&, bui thong lun thay thé xuong rong 3 nhdnh. Nissan dua toi
t6i nha anh TAn tritéc khi mit trdi khuat sau ring ndi Sandia.

a&b) Ho hang va ban be:

+ Nha Tan § dudng Virginia, ABQ. Tan trudc diy la phé ty Ki€n Thiét
cho t6i tai tinh Long Khanh. Biy gid anh da vé huu, chi con di lam.

Sédng s6m nao cling vady, ching t6i thudng ra vudn sau, nham nhi ca phé
vira nhin nhitng giot nu6c dong trén 14 mudp sau con mua chiéu. Ciing nhu cdc
nha VN khdc, nha T4n trong dd loai tif rau, hing dén dan khé qua, dau diia, dua
leo. Tbi ling nghe nhitng cAu chuyén do Tan ké ma 1ong bdi hdi xic dong:

* Nam 1998, ba cu em bi dau & cot sdng, nim di€u tri tai bénh vién
Nguyén Trii, S2iGon. V& nha, cu khong chiu ngdi xe lin, 1én xudng 1au, hay
di dau, con cdi déu phdi cong cu. Mot hom, cha Hoa, gido x& Thi Nghe téi
thim cu, cu bing 1dong hoc gido 1y va chiu phép rira tdi. Sau khi rita t0i va du
thdnh 1€, cu ty ding ddy ra vé trude su kinh ngac clia ba con trong gido xi.

* Nam 1975, tAu VN Thuong Tin chd doan ngudi ty nan téi ddo Guam.
Do su xii duc cda mdt s6 can bd nim ving, 1500 ngudi mudn trd vé xay dung
qué huong, trong d6 c6 anh Nghiép. Khi tiu cip bén, ddng bao dudc don ti€p
gitta 2 hong sting chi thing vao ngudi va dudc dua cio trai giam tinh Phd Yén.
Tuy theo d6i tugng, ké "hoc tdp" 8 nim, ngudi 15 nim tai cdc trai giam tr
Xuyén Phudc, phu Yén qua Thanh Nghé Tinh, t61 Ham Tan. XAy dung qué
huong khong th4y, anh Nghiép dugc di “hoc tip cdi tao” 9 nim. Mdi ngudi
phai trd gia dit cho sy thi€u suy nghi ciia minh!

* Cung & trong trai vGi em, ¢6 bac L.. Béc 1a thin sinh cia 6ng N. V. H.,
Bo Trudng bd Gido Duc va Thanh Nién trong chinh phi Huynh TAn Ph4dt. B6
bénh ning, 6ng H. khong hé d&€n thim héi. Béc tAm sy vdi ban ti: “N&u biét
th€ nay, tha ring t6i bép miii cho n6é chét khi sanh ra”. Vi bénh ning, bac dudc
tha v€; 2 tudn sau bac qua doi!

* B& 1a Thi€u Tuéng Viét cdng, con qudc gia nhit dinh khong nhan bd,
tuyén bd: “B& tdi da chét”. Pau long thay cho mot cudc ndi chién tuong tan,
khong c6 ngudi thing ké thua, chi cé din toc VN 1a dau kho !

* Riéng trudng hgp ctia T4n, anh da ¢ gidy tha déng trién db to ctia Tha
Tuéng Huynh T4n Ph4t, nhung ban Quin Pdc trai nhit dinh khong thd. Ping
la phép vua thua 1€ lang!



Tran mua rao ning hat dém 31/7/06, nhiéu vung bi lut, dan di tdn ra khdi
nha. T6i & lai nha d€ ti€p tuc nghe T4an thd 16 nhiéu chuyén ly ky va cdm dong.
35 nam rdi khong gip, bi€t bao nhiéu chuyén dé nhg, dé€ quén.

Toi khuyén Tan viét hdi ky d€ con chiau khong nhitng hi€u 1y do nio
thoi thic dng cha ching d€n ddy ma con hoc hdi nhitng kinh nghiém song cta
cdc bac tién bdi. Khong cin viét vin chuong hoa m¥, chi cAn dién td trung thuc
nhitng gi di x4y ra trong cudc ddi minh, va v6i mot so tién 4n loat nhd (khodng
1000 d), chiing ta c6 mot tic phaAm d€ dsi. Ciling ciing mdt 15i nhin nht ddi véi
ban be cilia tdi dang dinh cu tai nudc ngoai, du ban ra di dudi bat ci dién nao:
vudt bién, vugt bién, bdo lanh hay HO.

+ Chi Panh: Nha chi § dudng Burma, ABQ. TruGc diy, anh Pdnh va t6i
cung lam viéc tai khu Bic Cong Chanh Nam Phan, t6i lam ty, con anh & trong
phong thi nghiém. Gia dinh anh vugt bi€n nim 1981, 4 thang sau anh qua ddi vi
tai bi€n mach mdu ndo. Chi mdt minh tan tdo nudi 8 con an hoc thanh tai. Chi
nguyén la gido vién gidi, qué ¢ Xoém Cui, Chg Lén. Do tai nan xe truGe 1975,
chi phdi mé cdt xuong séng, nay dau nhic trd lai.

T6i xin phép chi dudc thip huong truc ban thd anh, cau xin hon anh phi
ho do tri cho chi va cdc chdu. Sau do, chi dua chiing t6i vao thim chdu Tuén,
chdu nim bat dong v6i 6ng day ching chit trong mot phong riéng, gidp vudn
sau. Tudn Ia k§ su cdng chanh, lam viéc cho thanh phd ABQ. Nim 1995, bi tai
nan xe trén dudng cong tdc, chdu hon mé 6 thdng. Thanh phd xdy thém 1
phong méi va muén 1 diéu dudng vién phuc vu. Pa 11 nim, nim ngay trén xe,
chdu khi mé khi tinh.

- Liéu chdu c6 thé phuc hdi dugc khong chi?

Chi lic dau, quay sang bdo chiu:

Bdc Hop va chid Tan 1a ban cia Ba dén thim con. Né&u con nhin ra, con
hdy ndm tay chit cdc bac.

Tuan van thin thy!

Nghe bdc Hdp tir Cali téi thim, Son con trai dau long cia chi, 18y vai gid
phép chay vé xem miit bdc.

Trén dudng vé€, toi suy nghi mién man: modt ngudi ditc hanh nhu chi, tai
sao toan gdp nhitng chuyén chuéng nghiép?

¢) SHCP: Nhiéu nha ctra cu dan thanh phd xay theo ki€u M&, vudng vit,
hang rao gach bao quanh, mdy di€u hoa dat trén néc nhad st dung khi lanh
Purron thay vi Prior (i). Cong dong VN c6 khodng 7000 ngudi. D& nhin ra nha



VN: ding tru6c giay dép, hoic hinh bit qudi (bén luong) hay tugng Pitc Me
trén san cé (bén gido); ding sau trong rau hodc ciy in trdi. C6 18 vi dan s it,
cong dong ngudi Viét tuong ddi doan két, chi ¢6 1 ban dai dién, ho hop vdi thi
trudng goc M& mdot thing mot 1an dé€ gidi quyét nhitng vin nan cda cong dong.

* V& thuong mai, thanh phd c6 2 chg A chau: chd 99 va chg Talin. Chg
Talin khang trang, sach sé&, bdn thuc phdm ctia nhiéu nudc, do mot ngudi Lao
lam chd, anh xuA't thin tir mot cong nhan dién t&. Trong gidi thuong trudng ¢
nhiéu ngudi VN thanh cdng dugc bdo chi HK khen ting: xudng sita xe Super 6
Tokyo dudng Central, ctta hang ban dd quy clda anh L&, dudng Florida, anh mua
d4 ngoc lam (turquoise) vé bi&€n ché thanh nhitng d6 trang stic mic tién.

* V& chuia, ¢6 2 chuia: Van Hanh va Quang Minh, trong do chi c¢6 chuia
Quang Minh 1a ¢6 gidy phép.

* V& nha thd, trudc mdt nay tach thanh hai do y ki€n bat dong: ho dao
cdc Thanh T& Vi Pao VN thudc gido xit ST Charles va nha thd Pic Me La
Vang do cha Phd quin nhiém. Hom du 1& tai ST Charles, 6ng chl tich Cdnh
mdi toi ditng day va gidi thiéu tdi 1a ngudi dao ditc, c6 18 dng da doc bai viét “7
thanh dudng, 7 dong sudi”. Hom dy 1€ tai La Vang, t6i may min tham du tiéc
mung sinh nhit thd 82 ctia cha Gioan. Ngai la nguGi sdng ldp ra cong doan
ngudi Viét tai ABQ, v6i 52 nim lam linh muc, 36 nim phuc vu cdng dong VN.
Tuy phai deo binh dudng khi thudng xuyén trong ngudi, ngai van vui vé di lai,
thim héi cong doan. Khi vé t6i SJ, tdi dudc tin ngdi qua dJi vi béng ung thu
xuong.

* Linh cdm ring thanh phd 4t ¢c6 mot Trung TAm Baha’i, to6i m& dién
thoai nién gidm tra ctu. Trung TAm ndy nim & dudng Ouray, nhd bé hon § SJ
vi it bon dao hon. T6i ¢6 cdm tinh vdi tdn gido nay vi nd truyén b4 tinh huynh
dé nhan loai.

Mot su kién khdc cung can ghi trong muc ndy. Khi ditng chd tai gidi
ngin cich dudng Candelaria dé€ vao cong vién Hoffmann, TAn vira chi vao vét
den cua banh xe trén gidi ngin cach, vira luu y toi:

- Anh coi chirng, kéo xe tong

-?

- Khi xin rdi, tai x& da dd bat chap luit di dudng, vudt deén dd, leo 1€, 14i
xe ngudc chiéu, vi vy sé Ki€u Lo cim nhi€u tAm bing “wrong way” trén xa
10.



d) Thing canh: ABQ nim trong lvu vuc song Grande v6i dan c6 khodng
800,000 ngudi. Thai ti€t tuong d6i mat mé hon so véi FS, nhd nhitng trin mua
rao.

T6i tham quan hiu hét cdc danh lam thing cdng trong viing nhu: cong
vién Hoffmann, gan nha; Tom Tenorio, dudng Coors; VN Memorial, dai ky
niém dau tién tai HK; Nature Center v6i song Grande thom ngdt hoa rirng v. v.,
nhung thich thd hon cd, phai ké:

+ Nui Sandia: Ndi nim trong ritng qudc gia Cibola, cao d6 3100 m. Ngay
dau, toi 1én sudn phia dong clia ndi Sandia Peak bing xe cdp treo (tramway)
dai 2,7 dim. Xe dua du khach tir chian ndi, bing qua nhitng mém da 16m chdm,
trd trui, thinh thodng chiing t6i bt gdp mudng thi du loai tir nai den, gdu tric
M§ ngd ngic nhin xe, cho dén phugng hoang, diéu hau, dau chét vét rinh mdi.
Bong tring cla cAy ngoc gid (yucca, state flower) dudi chdn ndi xa dan, rdi mat
han. Budng phdi cing manh, huong thom nhe tir nhitng bui cAy odi huong
(lavender), huong thdo (rosemary) doc theo song Grande theo gié bay vé. Cang
1én cao, trdi cang trong, mat diu, nhiét do tir 100 duSi chan ndi di gidm xudng
80 khi 1én t6i ngon. Chi cin 15 phiit, ching tdi c6 cd mua thu lot giita mua he.
Tur dinh, du khdch cé thé nhin bao qudt thanh phd tir phi trudng qudc t&€ Sunport
nhon nhip cho dén dong sdong Grande, litng 13 trdi vé€ vinh Mé-xi-c6. Trén
ngon, diy dd tién nghi phuc vu du khiach nhu nha bian d6 lvu niém, quian #n .
Céc xe bdc (chairlifts) treo ling ldng giita cidc dudng trugt tuy&t nhu néng long
chd dgi dong vé. Ngon chua phai la diém cao nhit clia nii, tirng tdp thanh nién
mang bao 16, chdng giy leo nii, xuyén qua céc ritng thong day dic d€ 1én tdi
dinh Sandia Crest, cao d6 3200 m.

Hom sau nita, toi 1én Sandia Crest, sudn phia tdy clia ndi bing xe hdi,
dudng quanh co, ngoan muc dai 19 dim. Khdc hin v6i sudn phia dong, sudn
phid tAy chidn cdc con mua tif bién tiy d6 vé, nén ciy c6i xanh t6t quanh nam.
Doc dudng, nhon nhip nhitng khu cim trai, khu picnic. Lén t6i dinh, may mu
phan phat tirng con. Co ro trong 40 lanh, t6i thd budc doc theo dudng mon dinh
nii, mot bén 13 vach nidi thing ding c6 lan can che chd, mot bén 12 ritng thong
(limber pines) dim sudng, chim én bay lugn quanh véch d4.

+ Phd c6: Ciing nhu nhiéu thanh phd 16n tai HK, thanh phd ABQ dudc
chia 1am 2 khu: phd ¢d va phd mdi. Tuong tuy nhu cdc thi tran xua tai Columbia
(X HK III), pho c6 dugc chinh trang theo ki€u Tay Ban Nha, nha thd, clta hang,
tiém in, b&én xe déu tu tAp quanh quing trudng (Central Plaza). Phin dong nha



ctfa kién triic theo ki€u xua (Pueblo-Spanish), mdi bing, tudSng adobe. Phd cd
ndi ti€ng v6i gido dudng San Felipe de Neri trén 300 nim, nhiéu, tiém in,
khdch san, ctta hang, hanh lang bay bian nhung sin phim ti€u cong nghé clia
cdc bo lac da dé. Trong sic phuc c6 truyén loe loet, vii cong nhdy mida mua
vui cho du khach.

+ Thanh dia Chimay’o: X. chuong 3

+ Santa Fe (j): Santa Fe 1a thi d6 cia NM, cdch xa ABQ 50 dim vé phia
bdc. Thdng bay la thang néng nhit, nhiét @6 chi & 76. Khi ngirng & rest area,
14y ban dd, chiing t6i dugc thong bdo: “Quy khach ra't khé ki€m chd dau xe tai
khu ph& c6 vao dip cudi tudn” . PAau xe xa tit, ching toi ri nhau di bo tdi. Du
kh4ch di lai tAp nap, nhi€u dudng phd cAm xe. Ciing nhu phd c¢d ABQ, tran
ngip hang ti€u cong nghé, nha bio tang, phong tri€n 1am. Trong so cédc di tich
lich st, toi dic biét quan tAm tdi nha nguyén Loretto v§i cau thang k¥ diéu.

Truyén k€ ring nha nguyén xdy xong vao nim 1873, nhung thi€u ciu
thang 1&én san hat, khi€n cdc so dong Loretto bu didu suy nghi. Bdng dau xuit
hién mot dng gia diu téc bac phd, vdi con lira va mot thing dd nghé, tinh
nguyén lam gitp mot cau thang 1én 1au. Cau thang gdm 33 bic xodn quanh ciy
cot; tit cd déu bing gd, rdip mdng, khong dung dinh. Khi cau thang hoan tit,
me bé trén Madalena ki€m ong gia d€ trd cong, nhung 6ng da bi€n mat. Cic
tiém bdn cay trong phd cho biét 1a ho khong hé ban gb cho ai, hon nita loai gb
qiy nay khong c6 trong viing. Sau 85 nim sif dung, cau thang vin vitng chic.
Thién ha don ring ngudi thg moc d6 chinh 1a thdnh ca Giu-se.

Trén dudng vé ABQ, chiing tdi ciing ghé thim Camel Rock, giong hinh
con lac da ngdi, ngang qua Los Alamos, noi ch€ 2 qud bom nguyén tif diu tién,
va Sandia Lab, ndi nghi€n ctu v6 khi méi.

%k

Ngay mai, téi rdi ABQ di Denver trong luyé&n ti€c vi con nhiéu chuyén
ma chiing t6i muon k& cho nhau nghe. T6i hen gip lai tai SJ vio dip T4n sang
tham chdu ngoai.



Chédng IX

Albequerque — Denver
(2/8/06 — 8/8/06)

Chiang dudng ABQ — Denver chi dai 450 diam. Sau khi vugt sa mac
“thong Iun”, cdc du khich ciing nhu t6i déu mudn nghi chin tai thi tran
Trinidad, cira ngd ctia bang Colorado. Ngoai phong cdng dep, thi trin ndy con
ndi ti€ng vé vé san van trugt (skate park) v6i tudng cao 35 m. Trong khi thién
ha x&p hang tai cdc tiém in, tdi 1an mod ra bd sdng Purgatoire, nuSc chiy xiét,
din bung bing x6i lap xudng néng do chi TAn niu ban sdng. An xong, tdi ddnh
mdt gidc ngl trua ngon lanh giita ti€ng thong reo va nude chiy, r6i méi tiép tuc
1€n dudng.

a) Ho hang: Anh chi Luu goi to6i bing chid, nha anh chi nim trong khu
housing dudng Erving, gdm 300 ho. Mbi ho c6 2 phong ngi, ngudi thué chi trd
500 d/thdang, free dién nudc, néu khong xai trén mic quy dinh. Nha khong c6
mdy giit, XAy, mdi 1an giit do, tdi cudce bd ra phd.

Chi thudng 1am moén dn sang thét dai t6i, hom thi sip ming cua, hom thi
banh bao. To6i thua véi chi:

- Chu cai gi cling cao, cao md, cao dudng, cao mdu, mdt vai banh bich
quy va 1 tach ca phé la du cho bira dn sang.

- Chu khong dn, chau gian.

NE chi, toi 4n qua loa.

Tudi sap si 80, anh chi mang nhiéu chitng bénh ctla tudi gia, riéng chi con
dau nhic xuong, di lai phdi dung walker (gh€ 4 chian). S An Sinh X4 Hoi ciip
medicare (bdo hi€m y t&) ctia chivéi 1y do khong nhian dugc don tdi cdp. Ngiy
7/8/06, 161 din chi ra s& x&€p hang khi€u nai. Sau khi dua bdn sao don c6 ghi
ngay nhan, toi trinh bay gidy t& th4t lac 1a 15i tai s6. Nhan vién cho biét: “S§
s& gidi quyét trong vong 3 ngay, n€u khong nghe tin tic gi, xin goi lai s6 nay. .
.”. N6ng 1ong vi bénh nhan khdng cé thudc udng di gan 2 tuin nay, toi goi dién
thoai xin gip ba Gidm DPdc, nhung chi toan nghe mdy trd 131, mdy bdo bAm hét
s6 nay dén sd kia; cudi ciing, nhan vién bdo sé& gidi quy€t “thudn” trong vong 3
ngay! Than 6i! Thi tuc hanh chanh rudm ra da giy khon kho cho bi€t bao bénh
nhéan.

Sau vu nay, t6i khuyén anh chi nén don vé Dallas, chd chdu Chu, con gdi
dau long cla anh chi, hodc vé Ca-li c6 dong ho hang. Anh cho biét:



- Ch4u & day may chuc nim di quen rdi; chd biia, bac si VN gan nha.

- O Dallas, cho bia, bac si VN ciing gin nha, Chiau Chu c6 thé thong dich
gidy t0, xin trg cAp, dua di bac si, nhat 12 sin séc sic khde anh chi. Hon nita,
bénh phong thip clia chi mdt phan 13 do thdi ti€t gid lanh tai day.

Thuyé&t phuc thé nao, anh ciing chua d6i y!

Pi diu, toi ciing mang may thit dudng. Toi thif cho cd nha vio budi sing
trude khi dn, ai ndy déu trén 126. Cung & vé6i anh chi, Hién, em rudt chi, bi ti€u
dudng loai II, mdi ngay udng so so 11 chai bia Heineken. Toi gidi thich: “Bia
12 dudng” va yéu cau chdu viét tJ cam ké&t: “ mdi ngay chi udng 4 chai, sau d6
bd dan dan”. Khi tdi vé 1i, t& cam két theo gi6 bay di!

b) Ban beé: Gia dinh c6 Hong-Ti tir Phi Luat Tan sang thang 12/05. Ho
chon Denver lam ndi dinh cu vi chi ciia Ty lam nail (stta méng tay) tai day.
Pén nay, gia dinh tam 6n dinh, c3 2 vo chong déu l4di xe riéng di 1am, con cdi
t6i trudng. To6i dat van dé:

- Sao ¢d chd khong hoc Anh Viin 6 thiang, hoc nghé 3 thdng, rdoi mdi di
lam.

- Nghe miy cd x4 hoi gidng “morale”, tui em chiju khong ndi, bd hoc di
lam ngay.

- Trudc khi ¢d chi sang day, toi da gidi thich r6: “Nha nuSc c¢6 bon phin
trg cap cho cd chi lic ban diu. Sau nay, c6 chd di 1am, ho sé& trir thué 13y lai.
Luc d6, c¢6 chid dirng than nha nudc boc 16t.”

boi vé6i dSng bao di dinh cu, t61 hing hai c6 vo chiéu bai “hoc trude, lam
sau”. Chi c6 mot so thi hanh, trong d6 c¢6 c6 Huong, cd6 Thily. Hom 7/3/07, cd
Thiy bdo tin mirng: “Chdu t6t nghiép nganh stta sic dep va dudc cap license
hanh nghé, chdu s& vira di 1am, vira hoc 1én nita véi hoc bong do chinh phd
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cap”.

¢) SHCPD: Denver ¢6 khoang 15000 ngusi VN. Cac c¢d sG thuomg mai,
vin héa déu tap trung tai dai 16 Federal nhu: New Saigon Market, Hiu Giang,
Seafood An Hung, siéu thi s& 8, phd s6 1, phd Duy, phd Van; bdo chi nhu tuan
bdo Thdi Bdo, ban nguyét san Viet Business .

Denver c¢6 t6i 3 chia. Ngay 6/8/06, t6i chd chi Luu 1én 1€ chuia Nhu Lai,
Tinh cg, to61 gdp lai L. T. Khanh, ban cong chanh cii trong 40 chung xdm. Tay
bdt mit mirng dudi boéng ctra Thién, ching tdi say sua trao ddi nhitng kinh
nghiém thién nguyén. T6i hita khi nao vé SJ, tdi s& glti ting anh HK III, trong
dé dé cap téi mot sd cong tac thién nguyén.



Ciing cling ngay, toi chd chi Luu va Hién (Hién rira toi nim 2000) di 18
tai gido xi& Nit Vuong T Pao VN. Cd s dudc thi€t k€ quy mo: chinh gitta 1a
thanh dudng nguy nga, hai bén 1a nha sinh hoat va nha nguyén dm 14y bai dau
xe, trong cdnh, trong tya nhu mot hué vién 16n.

d) Thiang canh: V&6i dan s6 2.6 triéu, Denver ndi ti€ng 13 thanh phd c6
nhiéu thing cdnh. Khi hiu on d6i, thing 8 12 thang néng nhat: 86 do. Denver
con c6 tén goi Mile High City (thanh phd & cao do 1 dim), cao do nay dudc
khic trén bic thém phia tay clia tda nha Qudc Hoi.

Denver c6 2 tuyén xe dién: tit Pao-tao di Littleton va di Downing.

V6i 200 cdng vién 16n nhd, t6i chi ¢ thi gid thim mdt s6 coOng vién dep
nhu Garfield Lake gan nha vdi diéu ddo; Ruby Hill thd mong, nhiéu thic, chay
dai theo song Platter; Crownhill Lake, dudng Kipling, rong 242 mau véi 161 di
quanh hd dai 1.2 dim; Sloan Lake, dudng Sheridan véi thuyén luét séng,
thuyén budm dua nhau chay trén mit hd xanh trong.

Nhitng dia danh ndi ti€ng nhu vuong cung thinh dudng Immaculate
Conception, dudng Logan v§i ki€n tric tya nhu nha thd Phid Nhai tai qué toi;
vién bdo tang Khoa Hoc Ty Nhién nim trong City Park vdi rap vom Tinh T
dang trinh chi€u phim Black Holes; s& thi Denver trong ra hé Duck, cling nim
trong City Park; van dong trudng Invesco, sin nha clia doi banh bau duc
Bronco c6 sifc chira 76.000 ghé& ngdi. Chd nio tdi t6i thim ciing tAp ndp du
khdch, bii ddu xe khong con chd trong; thich thd hon ci phai ké:

+ Pao-tao Denver: Thay vi di xe buyt free, t6i di bd d€ dugc ngim nghia
nhiéu hon. Khdi di tir tda nha Qudc Hoi v6i mdi vom ma vang, toi thd budc
theo dudng 16 Mall. Hai bén 16 1a nhung quan ca phé via h¢, clta hang bach
héa va nhiéu chd gidi tri. Trén 1€ dudng trung bay nhiéu bo bing fiberglass
(s¢i thiy tinh), mau sic 1ong 14y, dang gam cd, mdi con tudng trung cho lich sit
viin héa cta thanh phd, xen k& hon 200 loai cdy va 56,000 hoa dua loai. Céi gi
cling mang nghé si tinh, dep tir thiing rac hai mau dep di.

Trén dudng di, toi ghé Trung TAm Hoi Hop (Convention Center) dd sd
vGi dai sdnh dugc ghép bing 4000 m2 tudng kinh, va du 1€ ra trudng cia cic
tAn nha si tai khdch san Hyatt Regency, trong d6 c6 mdt sd tin khoa VN.

Mall dai 1 dim dugc két thiic bing ciu treo 1 cdt qua song Platter nhiéu
thdc 1dm ghénh.

+ Linh dia me Cabrini ( X. chuong 10 ).



+ Pike Peak: Pike Peak nim phia nam Denver, khéang 90 phit 14i xe. T
ctfa thu phi, du khdch bit gip nhiéu ky hoa di thu, di€u hau, dai bang bay luon,
pi-ka, mac-mot chii miii dao hang, trén sudt doan dudng quanh co, ngoan muc
dai 19 dim. T&i dinh ndi, cao @6 4200 m, du khach c6 thé nhin xa téi 4 bang
bao quanh CO. V@& dep trén da tao ngudn cdm hing cho Katherine Lee Bates
vi€t bai hat ndi ti€ng “America, the beautiful ”.

Trén dudng vé, ngay tai chin ndi, tdi khong quén ghé North Pole (Bic
Cuc), nha clia 6ng gia Noel. Nha nao mdi ciing @4 va doc, nhac Gidng Sinh tda
ra khip trdi, dén sao 14p lanh trén tirng cdy dan mdc (red wood), hang trim tro
choi gidi tri, 4o thuidt danh cho tré em, cd mdt bAy hudu, nai, dé, chd ddi kéo xe
cho dng gia Noel. N&u ban mudn cé khong khi Gidng Sinh lanh 180 giita mua
hé néng bdng, mdJi ban tdi North Pole, Colorado Springs, CO.

*

Truéc khi rdi Denver di Salt Lake, tdi tha thi€t nhdn nht chi Luu: “Chirng

nao chau con § Denver, chi va ho hang that sy khong an tim”.

Chidng X

Denver — Salt Lake City
(9/8/06 — 20/8/07)

Thay vi st dung xa 16 1 80, tdi 14i xe theo xa 16 I 70 dé dudc ngim nhiéu
dia danh ndi ti€ng nhu Vail xinh xdn vdi 161 kién tric va sinh hoat theo ki€u Au
Chau, ciing 13 noi tranh tai qudc t&€ vé bd modn thé thao miuia ddng; Glennwood
Canyon vdi xa 1§ lugn theo khe, dude chAm gidi nhit cho nhitng cdng trinh kiéu
10 c6 thi€t k&€ m§ thuat.

Qua khoi ranh Colorado, ching t6i cham trdn v6i sa mac Utah. Nhin
nhitng bi€n bdo “Bdo c4t” va nhitng ham trd 4n bd tri doc theo dudng, toi
khong thé khong ngao ngén.

Theo chuong trinh dy tru , td1 ghé tham Arches National Park (cong vién
qudc gia Vom), (X. phu chuong 2.4) . RSi cong vién, tdi trd ra I 70 véi ddng
khong c¢6 kho. Ca mot doan dudng dai tir giao 16 US 191 dén US 6 khong c6
14y mot tram xiing “No services”.

Ching dudng Denver — Salt Lake City chi dai 550 dim (khong ké doan
dudng t6i cong vién). S di tdi d€n tré vi bi€n bdo tir I 15 d&€n nha anh Thing



thay d6i qua dot ngdt. Chic chin khong phai 15i tai tdi , 15i tai Traffic Engineer
(ky su giao thong)

a&b) Ho hang va ban be: Gia dinh anh Thang cu ngu tai Riverside Dr,
Salt Lake City (SLC). Anh chi c¢é 1 trai va 4 gdi, tit cd déu thanh danh, trong
d6 c6 chdu Hanh Kiéu tu § dong kin Cat Minh (X. chuong 4 ). Anh da vé huu,
chi con di lam. K& 1am sao hé&t niém vui suéng clia tdi khi gip lai cu than sinh
va anh sau ¥ th€ ky xa cdch. Anh di dién t3 tAm tu qua bai tho dudi day:

C6 dugc hom nay

Nam chuc ndm hon gip lai nhau

Nghe nhu xa cich méi nim nao

Viéc d6i du chila vidn anh

Cudc sdng tuy ring lim bi€n dau

M3 van than tinh nhu ¢t nhuc

Phdi ching ¥ hiép vdi tAim diu

Lam sao c¢6 dugc hdm nay nhi

Ciing bdi ngay xua cé trude sau.

Anh 1am t6i nhd lai thdi gian 1954 di cu vO Nam. Thay tdi khong nha,
anh dua to6i vé & chung v6i 2 me con anh tai cin géc néng bdng trong khu sinh
lay Khanh Hoi. Me anh 12 miu ngudi dan ba VN 1y twdng, thd chong nudi con.
M&i khi tan hoc vé, tdi thudng gitip me anh thu don hang xén tir sap ngodi chg
Khdnh Hoi vé. Gi¢ diy, cu di 93 tudi, vin didng diéu hién hoa va nhin nhuc.
Ban dém thd biing binh khong khi, cu ty ndi dng thd tir nha dudi 1én 1du. Cu ty
lam 14y moi viéc tif vé sinh c4 nhin, hAm néng thic dn trong b&p vi séng, cho
dé&n 1an trang hat doc kinh, coi thanh 1€ trén dai cong gido EWTN 24/24.

Ciing nhu cu, chi Thing 12 mAu ngudi me hién thuc. o) s&, vé tdi nha, chi
1am viéc khong ngirng tay, sin séc me gia, lo com nudc cho chong con.

Nha anh gon gang va xinh xdn. Mit tién trong sang dong song Jordan, xa
xa 13 ring ndi d4 voi. Mit hau ti€p gidp v6i ndng trai con sét lai, nudi gia stc
va trong hoa miu phu. Nhd vdy, ban dém, tdi chim vao gidc ngd giita bau trdi
diy sao 1ap lanh va thic day khi ga gdy.

Mdi siang, anh chong giy, tdi budc theo trén dudng nhwa rong 3 m, udn
€éo theo dong song Jordan, tir nha t§i International Peace garden (vudn Hoa
Binh Qudc T€). Dong sdong nay bt ngudn tir hd Min chdy vé hd Utah; hai bén
b, cAy c6i um tum ram rap. Trong khi ditng chén tai kios, anh ngiu hing lam
tho:



Chéng gady ma di

Nuong theo con 10 dén cdng vién

An hién dong séng nhd rat hién

Lo ltng nudc troi vé mot hudng

Um tum cdy pht doc hai bén

Ngudi di ling 1& nhu thién gia

Chim dau mo mang gidng trich tién

Chong gay than gia 1& budc mot

Thién nhién bau ban nhe vu phién

Song trong ngdi nha diy 4p tinh thuong, t6i khong khdi xic dong khi
nghe Thing néi: “Pay la nha cia ban, diy la can phong danh riéng cho ban”

¢) SHCD: C6 khoang 10.000 ngudi VN cu ngu tai SLC va vung phu can.
Ban Pai Dién Cong Pong VN tai Utah gdm nhitng thanh phan thudc thé hé bin
1€ 1 % va 2. Theo toi, nhitng ngudi 16n tudi khong thdng thao Anh Ngit chi nén
giff vai trd c6 van hodc gidm sat.

Phin dong cdc co s& thuong mai déu tap trung tai dudng Redwood, dudng
3500 S thuoc thi trdn West Valley nhu siéu thi Kim Long, TAy D6, Hong Phit,
Super Saigon, phd Saigon, phé Hoa, phd Cali, ca phé Thao My v. v. Trong 4 t&
bdo dinh ky, toi dic biét chd y t6i nguyét san Nhip song, ti€ng néi clia tudi tré
Utah; vé& phdt thanh c6 dai ti€ng néi VN vao mdi t6i thd naim. O day, tat cd bdo
déu free, k€ ci nhit bio Ngudi Viét tai Nam Cali.

Vé nha thd c¢6 gido xi&t Pitc Me Hing Cui Gitip do cha Ha Ping Thuy
lam chdnh x¢¢. Hom du 1€ ngay 13/8/06, tinh ¢d toi gip lai thay Tai, trudc day
thdy phu gitip muc vu tai lang VN, bén Phi, nay thidy theo hoc tai dai chiling
vién d€ trg thanh linh muc.

Vé chiia, c6 2 chiia nhd, nha & cdi bi€n thanh noi thd phuong: chiia Tam
B4o va Phod Quang, lai thém 1 thanh thit Cao Dai.

d) Thing canh: SLC la thi dd cta bang Utah, v6i dan s& ngét 200,000,
cao dd 120 m. S& di SLC dugc nhi€u ngudi biét t6i vi né 1a ndi xuat phit dao
Mormon. Thdi ti€t mia he twong d6i d€ chiu, thang 7, 8 1a thang ndng nhat, 92
dd. Phan dong cdc cd sd tham quan déu déng clra vio mua dong. Du khéch ti
SLC khomg khéi khong ngd ngang khi ki€m dia chi va tén dudng. Ho 14y phd
S. Temple va dudng State 1am 2 truc toa do. Thi du nhu dia chi phd Saigon ghi
1830 West 3500 South #108, nghia 12 tiém phd nim phia tdy cta dudng 3500
South.



SLC ¢6 2 tuyén xe dién: Blue line tif Pao-tao t6i thi trdn Sandy, va Red
line tir Pao-tao tdi dai hoc Utah (U of U), ngudi gia tra Y2 vé.

T6i di thim hiu hét cdc thing cidnh trong viing. Cac cong vién dep nhu
International Peace Garden trong d6 14 nudc, gdm VNCH trinh bay vin ho4
truyén thdng clia nudc minh; cong vién nuéc Glendale véi nhiu tro chdi nude
tdo bao; Liberty Park rong 100 mau,vdi s6 chim 400 loai, nha b3o tang nghé
thuit dan gian, thuyén dap quanh ho, va nhiéu trd gidi tri mdi la khac; Pioneer
Park v6i ch¢ trdi bidn nong phim tudi (Downtown Farmers Market);
Thanksgiving Point v4§i vién bdo tang khing long va T. P. Gardens tran ngip
nhttng ky hoa di moc. Nhitng thing cdnh nhuv vién bdo tang Lich St Thién
Nhién; vién bao tang Nghé Thuit; van ddng trudng Rice Eccles; nha thd St Ann
dudng 400 East, v6i ki€n tric la mdt: 1 mdi 2 mit; vuong cung thinh dudng
Madeleine, phd S. Temple, xdy nim 1900, ki€u go-tic vdi 2 thdp chudng cao 66
m, Am thanh rd rang vi hé thong loa dudc dat sau lung ghé.

Thich thd hon ca, phai ké:

+ Temple Square (Cong trudng dén dai): Cong trudng rong 35 miu. Toi
dén ding gio md ctta d€ dudc tu di di lang thang, thay vi theo tua c6 huéng din
vién gidi thich bing nhiéu thi tiéng. Trong s& 15 co s§ tham quan, toi dirng lai
lau & nhitng dia di€m say:

* Pén Thdnh: Cong trinh hoan thanh nim 1895 vdi 6 thdp cao, trén dinh
thdp dong cao 63 m 13 tugng thién thAn Moroni dit vang. Todi quanh quian xem
quang canh bén ngoai, bén trong chi danh cho ngudi c6 dao, du khdch t6 mo
nhin ¢d ddu chd ré trong bd dod cudi ling 1& budc ra.

* Conference Center (Trung Tam Ho1 Hop): Phong hop 16n c6 suc chira
21,000 ngudi véi hé thong Am thanh rd rang, ngdi dau ciing nghe thay, du 1a
ti€ng dong nhd. Tang chét 1a dai sdnh, trén tudng trung bay nhi¢u tranh mau
khd rong do cdc hoa si litng danh sdng tic. Tdi mé nhit bidc tranh “Jesus
Christ’s appearance in the Americas” ( Chua Gié-su thim chau M¥) trong d6 vé
bo lac da d6 gdm gia tré, me bong con dang phii phuc nghe 15i gidng clia Ngai.
Pai sdnh ciing 13 noi t6i ti€p chuyén vdi ba Katherine (X. phu chuong 2.5).

* Joseph Smith Memorial Building (nha tudng niém Joseph Smith): Toa
nha cao 10 ting. Ndi day ciing 1a Trung TaAm Gia dinh (Family Center), moi
van nan lién hé déu dudc gidi quyét. Pao dic biét quan tAm tdi gia dinh vi gia
dinh 12 trong di€m trong chuong trinh cifu d6 ctia Chda (The family is central to
Gods plan focus).



Ciling tai noi day, phim “Joseph Smith The Prophet of the Restoration”
(Joseph Smith, nha tién tri ca thdi dai Phuc Hung) dang chi€u trong rap hat
500 chd ngdi, khdn gid x&p hang dai va phdi gift chd truéc 1 ngay. Pén lugt
t01, nhan vién soat gid'y hoi:

- Ong ¢6 giit chd trudc khong?

- Thua khong

- Ong tir dau t6i?

- Viét Nam

Ong dic biét cho t6i vao (tudng toi 1a ngudi nudc ngoai). Phim rit cdm
dong, ban Quan 1y phai d€ sin hop gidy dé€ khan gid lau nuSc mit.

Xem phim xong, tdi 1én ting chét. Trén dé c6 nha hang “The Garden”
va 2 phong quan s4t. Tir diy, t6i c6 thé nhin toan dién thanh phd: phia bic 1a
dién Capitol, phia truGc 1a Pao-tao tua tia nhitng thap chuéng, bén hong trai la
ring nii Wasatch md 4o, hong phdi 1a phi trudng quoc t&€ SLC, xa xa lap lanh
hé Min.

+ Tu vién Cat Minh: X. chuong 4

+ M4 déng Kenncott’s Bingham Canyon Mine: M4 nim phia nam thanh
pho, khodng ¥ gid 14i xe. Kenncott 1a cdng ty sdn xuit kim loai 16n nhit th€
gidi, con mé Bingham 1a mé 10 thién 16n nhat th€ gidi, rong 1900 maiu, siu %
dam.

Trude san cia Trung TaAm Ti€p Pon trung bay mot 16p xe mdy xtic dudng
kinh 3 m. Tai Trung TAm, huéng din vién gidi thiéu lich s va qud trinh khai
thac md qua md hinh,hinh dnh, video. Sau d6, du khach ty do quan st cong
trudng tif trén dinh cao. Cong trudng gidng nhu cdi phéu khdng 16 v6i nhitng
dudng xoidn, mdy khoan, mdy xtdc hoat dong lién tuc. Xe van tdi khong 10
chuyén chd quing t6i cdc dan mdy nghién, quing nghién dudc dua téi nha may
ch& bién tai Copperton biing hé thdng bing tdi dai 5 dim, cif 6 ty tAn quiing cho
16 triéu tdn déng. Nhin diy, tdi lai nhd md than Péo Nai, CAm ph4, chi khic
mau den dugc thay th€ bing mau vang éng anh.

+ Hang Timpanogos: Hang nim phia nam ctia SLC, khdang 45 phit 14i
xe. Pudng tr Trung TAm Ti€p Pén t6i hang dai 1.5 dim, ddc, quanh co, men
theo trién ndi dé 1én t6i cao dd 325 m. Trung TAm khuyé&n cdo nhitng ngudi
y&u tim, yéu chin, kh6 thd khong nén nhap cudc. Bon tdi ngdi nghi tirng ching
mot vira 18y lai stic, vira ngdm cdnh. Phia dudi 1a khe American Fork, c¢d cay
xen d4, dd chen hoa, tirng bay nai vang (Rocky Mountain elks) quiy quan bén



rirng van sam ram 14 (spruces), (I). T6i hang, du khdch dudc cAp nén phong hd.
Nhiét do trong hang la 45 do, do 4m 100/100, ai 18 quén do lanh, chi ¢c6 nuGc
dirng ngoai ngé vo. Du khdch trAm tré khen ngdi: hang trim nhii thach mau sic
lung linh tif trén rd xudng, tit dudi moc 1én. Ki€m 1am vién tir ton nhic khdn
gid “coi, nhung khong dugc sd”, nhit 1a nhitng qudi vi nao cé thoa dau vao ban
tay (vi dau c6 thé 1am bay mau nhii thach). Du khich chiém ngudng 3 hang
cing mdt lugt: hang Hansen v6i hd nudc trong vit, hang Middle tuong ty nhu
ndi tri 4n cla ngudi thugng co, hang Timpanogos trong nhu thanh phd dung
nguoc, cd 3 hang thong nhau biing dudng him dai Y2 dim.

+ Utah Olympic Park: Du tién nhiéu, miy ai dé gi mua vé xem th& vin
hodi. Toi coi thé van hoi bing cdch tham quan nhitng dia diém t8 chirc, nhu nim
2004 t6i ghé tham Olympic Park 2000 tai Sydney, Uc, gid ddy dén lugt Utah
Olympic Park.

Cong vién rong 400 mau, thudc thi tran Park City, nim phia dong SLC,
khodng 45 phiit 1di xe. Noi ddy di x4y ra nhitng cudc tranh tii th€ van hdi mua
dong nim 2002. T Trung TAm Thé& Van Joe Quinney, xe buyt chd du khdch
l1én dbi Nordic, cao dd 2200 m, chd nhdy cao nhat th€ gidi. Tu d6, cdc van
dong vién ski 14y da vdi toc dd 55 MPH va bay xa mot khodng dai bing 1 % sin
phit-ban. R&i ddi Nordic, xe buyt chd chiing toi t6i dudng dua Luge (Luge
Track) dai 8/10 dim, mdt trong nhitng dudng dua nhanh nhit th€ gidi vdi van
toc 90 MPH. Cudc du ngoan dudc k&t thic bing man biéu dién cla cdc thé
thao gia ski nhao 16n nhi€u vong trén khong truc khi ddp xuéng hd toé nudc
(splash pool).

*
Ngay mai toi r&i SLC dé vé SJ, dm 4p trong 1ong biét bao ky niém mdi
day ciing nhu 50 nim vé trudc.
Chédng XI
Salt Lake City — Lake Tahoe — San Jose
(21/8/06 — 22/8/06)

Theo xa 16 I 80, con goi xa 160 Eisenshower, tdi trd vé Cali. Poan dudng
tir hd Min, UT téi Reno, NV dai 500 dim, bing qua dong kho cb da, IAm chim
thong lun. Canh vat budn chdn dé giy budn ngl cho ngudi ldi xe, khi€n Nha
Kiéu Ld cim nhiéu bidng “Drowing driver, exit now” (tai x& budn ngi, ra khdi
xa 16 ngay). T6i goi doan dudng nay 1a doan dudng T Than, vi ddy riy nhitng



bang: chain or snow tire required (quin xich hoic banh xe tuyét), dust hazard
(16¢ bui), dense fog ( suong mu dic), report highway shooting (bdo cdo sting nd
trén xa 19), prison area, no hitchiking ( khu nha tu, khong cho qua 19) v. v.

Nevada 1a bang duy nhit trong 3 bang néi trén cho phép md song bai.
Tai mdi exit déu cé t6 chic ¢ bac. Gidp ranh vdi Lake Tahoe (LT), Reno 1a
thanh phd c6 nhiéu song bai 16n nhat, chi sau Las Vegas. Theo chudng trinh du
tri, t6i s& nghi heé tai LT mot tuAn d€ bdi dudng sic khoé, nhung vi sy kién
Cabrini (X. chuong 10), tdi quyét dinh & day 1 ngdy d€ danh tién cho duy 4n.

Sau khi di 1ong vong mdt s& qudn tro, téi lua mdt phong ngl trén lau clia
Firelite Lodge, trong sang hd v6i hang thong nim 14 soi minh trén mit nudc.
LT & cao dd +1866 m, thdi ti€t mat, 80 do trong khi cdc ving k& cin 1a 92 do.
Nudc hd trong vit, cé thé nhin thiy 1 dia tring & d6 siu 24 m. Pudng quanh hd
dai 72 dim la con dudng ngoan muc nhat HK, rdi rdc nhi€u cong vién xinh dep,
bai tdim, quan tro. Toi chi da thi gi¢ — khi 1di xe, khi di bd- tham quan mdt vai
noi nhu:

+ Kings Beach: Bdi tim v§i cdt vang, nudc trong, séng vd, hdi Au bay
lugn, khong khic gi mot bai bién.

+ Song Truckee: song nay dn thong véi hd. Pap dd chin ngang cita
kh4u, nha Thdy Ta 2 mit vit ngang sdng, tirng top ngudi trong bo ao phao, dua
nhau chéo thuyén cao su ngudc dong.

Trén dudng v€ SJ, , tdi ghé lang Squaw Valley, con goi “nii cao va liing
sdu gip nhau” ciing 12 ndi t6 chic th€ van ho mua dong 1960 vdi dién tich trugt
tuy&t 4000 mau gdm ca khu truct tuyét vé dém, 24 dia di€m nhac (lift) bing
dan xe nhdc I1én t6i 6 ngon nii, trong d6 ngon Squaw la cao nhit + 2670 m.
Ngoai ra, xe cdp treo quanh nim chg du khach 1én High Camp cao 2460 m. Téi
goi noi ddy, chd cim trai “con nha gidu”, vi ngoai dudng di bo (hiking), con
trang bi day dd tién nghi thanh phd nhu nha hang, sin quin vot, hd boi v. v. Tir
High Camp phidng phit mui thom cia gb thong, du khach c6 thé thay toan dién
hd Tahoe, trong nhu chi€c bt khong 16 hinh thoi.

LT qua rong va dep, hy vong lan sau coi tiép.

*

Poan dudng con lai tt LT — SJ chi dai 220 dam. Tuy md&i xa cach khong
day 3 thdng, t6i hdo hic trd lai SJ. Lic di d6i ndi con xanh, nay vang da. Trdi
sang thu, thJi ti€t d& chiu hon. T6i ngirng xe trudc nha, va ghi dong hd dim:

112,291.2 — 102,291.2 = 10,000, mot con s6 chidn khong ngd!



To6i da vugt van diam dudng trong 3 thdng trGi; cam ta Trdi, cAm on
nguoi, to1 da di va vé binh an!

Né&u dem so sidnh vdi chuyén di mot triéu dim dudng, viéng thim 129
nudc trong 104 cudc hanh trinh ctia B G H Gian Phao L6 II, chuyén di clia t6i
chi dai biing 1/100, nhung 1a chuyén di dudng bo dai nhit trong cudc ddi toi tai
thé& gian nay.

Ching k&t

Phic trinh thau hoach
(khong thdi gian — khong khong gian)

Ong ba ta da day: “Pi mot ngay dang, hoc mot sing khon, hay Pi mot
quiang dang ,hoc mot saing khon, hay Pi mdt budi chd, hoc mdt mé khon”. Toi
da di 87 ngay dang, vugt van dim dang, xuyén qua 9 bang, dt phdi hoc dugc
nhiéu diéu hay 1& phdi. T6i lan ludt phiic trinh nhitng gi toi thu hoach dudi 3 dé
muc:

- Kién thic

- Tu duc

- Tam linh

a) Ki€n thite: Qua cédc thing cdnh, t6i da thudng ngoan khdng bi€t bao
nhiéu ky cong cla Tao héa va clia con ngudi. Hdi & VN, toi chi biét hoa hong
mau dd, hoa dim but mau dd, hoa gidy mau x4c phdo; gi¢ diy, t6i da nhin thdy
hoa hong nhiéu mau khdc nhau, tir hdng tdi tring khong bi€t bao nhiéu mau
xen ké&; hoa quynh ciing c6 nhiéu loai: bach quynh, hdng quynh, hoang quynh
v. v.; bong gidy dd tuci e 4p bén ring liéu than to nhu cd thu lam tdi ngdy ngat
triddc vé dep huyén bi clia thién nhién. L4 ciy ciing vdy, bén canh mau xanh
c6 hitu 12 mau tim, vang, d3. Vudn rau, vudn hoa khong con vai sao, vai mau,
ma ménh mong bat ngdt t6i tin chan trdi; cdi gi cling hung vi, bao la la thudng!
Trong vii tru ngit ngan, nhitng gi téi thdy chi 1A mot phan rat nhd; tuy vay,
nhitng c4i nhd trén cong thém phép suy dién gitip tdi ¢6 cdi nhin toan dién vé
th€ gidi bén ngoai.

Qua cdc bién ¢b lich st “The trail of tears”, Massard Prairie Battlefield”
v. v., toi hiéu HK 13 qudc gia son tré, 200 nim lap qudc; nhung nhd 6¢ sdng tao,
lao dong can cu, nhat 1a tAm nhin xa trong rong, HK di trd thang mot cudng
qudc, din diu th€ gidi vé nhiéu mit, tir khoa hoc k§ thuit cho dén ty do dan



chd nhat 1 phic 1gi ngudi dan. Tuy vdy, xa hdi HK van con diy riy toi 4c,
cudp béc, ham hi€p, gi€t ngudi, nhung d6 chi 1a hién twgng, khong phai 1a bin
chat. Pé phong toi 4c bing cdch dé cao cdnh gidc, d6 12 phuong phép tdi 4p
dung trong sudt cudc hanh trinh.

Ngoai ra, mot sd ki€n thic va kinh nghiém khéc sé dugc ghi chép trong
bai vi€t “Lugm 14t bén dudng” (X. phu chuong 2.6)

b) Tu dic: Toi da chuyén ché tinh thuong téi ho hang, ban be, va ngudc
lai toi cling nhdn noi ho nhitng cAm tinh ndng thim. D6 13 phin thudng qiy gid
nha't trong chuyén di. Qua nhitng cudc ti€p xtc, tdi nhan chin ra mot diéu: toi
chua thodt khdi vong vo minh, con phai rén luyén ban thin nhi€u hon nita méi
mong dat dao. Xin Gn Trén phd hd cho toi!

c) Tam linh: Qua cdc cudc hanh huong “Ptc Me H& DAt”, “Mother
Cabrini”, “dong Cat Minh”, “dao Mormon”, “chua Viét Nam” v. v., cang di, to1
cang cdAm nghiém chan ly: “mdt Thugng D€, mdt tdn gido, mdt nhan loai”. C4i
dnh hudng truSc mit clia nd thodi thic toi trién han cong tic thién nguyén thém
mdt nim nita trong hoan cdnh hét sifc ngit nghéo vé cd 2 phuong dién tai chdnh
va suc khoé.

Ghi chu:

(a) 1 miu (acre) = 0.4 hec-ta; 1 dim vudng (sqm) = 640 acres

(b) Song Pai (Rio de Grande): song nay chdy tir hd Min ra vinh Mé&

(c) Mot ngudi ning 60 kg chi cAn 1800 ca-lo-ri /1 ngay, 3 bita in thanh dam quda dd
dé cung cap so lugng ca-lo-ri ndi trén

(d) Mot s& nha thd Tin Lanh thudng trao cho mdi tin hitu 1 ly rigu va 1 banh thanh
riéng

(e) Tugng nay dic tai VN va 1a tugng cao nhat tai HK

(f) Xe trailer (nha lvu dong) do cd quan FEMA cap, hién tip trung qia nhiéu tai bai
dau xe trudc nha thé N Vuong VN

(g) Bai rdc thyc hién theo ky thuit méGi sé khdng anh hudng tdi moi trudng chung
quanh nhu 6 nhi€m mach nudc, khong khi

(h) C4inong tai Phdp lam thiét mang 64 ngudi; tai Fresno, Liverpool, CA, 130 ngudi

(i) Purronla 1 chatc6 hiéu &ng nha kinh

(j) Santa Fe = Holy Faith = thanh ph6 ctia Pic Tin

(k) Colorado = mau dd, tén do cdc nha thim hiém, ngudi TAy Ban Nha dat

(1) Elk 1a thd bi€u tugng va Spruce 1a ciy biéu tugng clia bang Utah



